A KNIGHT OF THE SEVEN KINGDOMS STAR DEXTER SOL ANSELL MAKES HISTORY AS IMDb YOUNGEST "BREAKOUT" STARmeter AWARD HONOREE

Ansell joins fellow Westeros stars Peter Dinklage, Emma D'Arcy, and Olivia Cooke as an IMDb STARmeter Award Recipient

SEATTLE — June 10, 2026 — IMDb (www.imdb.com), the world's most popular and authoritative source for information on movies, TV shows, and celebrities, presented an IMDb "Breakout" STARmeter Award to Dexter Sol Ansell, star of HBO's A Knight of the Seven Kingdoms. Ansell is the youngest recipient in the history of the IMDb STARmeter Award program, a distinction that underscores his meteoric rise and the passionate global fandom fueling it.

IMDb STARmeter Awards recognize the stars who are fan favorites on the IMDbPro STARmeter chart, which is determined by the page views of the more than 250 million monthly visitors to IMDb worldwide. Ansell received the award on Wednesday, June 10, while filming the second season of A Knight of the Seven Kingdoms.

A New Star in the Realm of Westeros
Dexter Sol Ansell's IMDbPro STARmeter rankings have climbed consistently and dramatically since his debut as the young Aegon V, known to fans as "Egg", in A Knight of the Seven Kingdoms, the newest series set in George R.R. Martin's beloved Westeros universe. The show became the first new series to enter the coveted IMDb Top 250 TV Shows chart this year and has already established itself as a staple on IMDb charts, a testament to the fervent engagement of the franchise's global fanbase. Game of Thrones has remained on the chart since 2011 (currently ranked at 13). Ansell consistently charted in the top 10 of the STARmeter chart while the series aired earlier this year.

Stars from the world of Westeros have long remained among the most popular on IMDb, as evidenced by past IMDb STARmeter Award recipients Peter Dinklage (Game of Thrones), Emma D'Arcy (House of the Dragon), and Olivia Cooke (House of the Dragon). 

The Industry's Definitive Talent Barometer
IMDbPro STARmeter rankings are the definitive indicator of which talent more than 250 million monthly visitors to IMDb are most excited about. Proprietary algorithms determine these rankings by analyzing several measures of popularity, primarily actual page views.

By highlighting fan favorites and breakout stars who are trending on the platform, the awards provide a unique metric of popularity and industry momentum. Because the rankings reflect real-time interest from a global audience, receiving a STARmeter Award is seen as a milestone indicating that an individual is on the verge of significant mainstream success. 

The IMDb STARmeter Award program has a proven track record of identifying breakthrough talent ahead of mainstream recognition, spotting actors before they become household names and predicting career-defining moments with remarkable accuracy. To date, IMDb has presented over 60 STARmeter Awards. Ansell's "Breakout" honor places him among an elite group of previous recipients that also includes Ayo Edebiri, Lewis Pullman, and Simone Ashley.

Entertainment industry decision-makers rely on IMDbPro STARmeter, TVmeter, and MOVIEmeter rankings when making casting, hiring, greenlight, and content-acquisition decisions. Fans worldwide rely on these same rankings when deciding what and who to watch and learn more about.


Learn more about IMDb STARmeter Awards at: www.imdb.com/starmeterawards

In His Own Words: A Conversation with Dexter Sol Ansell
IMDb: Game of Thrones, House of the Dragon, and now A Knight of the Seven Kingdoms all have such huge fandoms. What was your favorite part about joining this world?

Ansell: My favorite part about joining the whole world of Westeros had to have been — obviously there's a massive timeline with lots of different characters. Aegon the Fifth is mentioned in Game of Thrones and was always seen as a photo, but bringing him to life and sticking him now in that timeline has been amazing.

IMDb: From that world, you now join past IMDb STARmeter recipients Peter Dinklage, Emma D'Arcy, and Olivia Cooke. Did any actors from the other series inspire you for your role?

Ansell: Honestly, I was lucky enough to meet Emma D'Arcy at a party a few months ago and we had some chats about the whole world of Westeros, but I can't tell you because only Targaryens can know. I've seen Peter in lots of different projects and he's utterly amazing. I haven't had a chance to see any other sides of the Westeros world besides mine, because obviously, they're a pretty 'old' show and I am pretty young, but honestly they're absolutely amazing actors, and I cannot believe now that I am holding the same award they did.

IMDb: A Knight of the Seven Kingdoms entered the coveted IMDb Top 250 Shows chart list this year. Are there any series from that list that you've binge-watched?

Ansell: I was so thankful that A Knight of the Seven Kingdoms entered the Top 250 of the year — that was incredible. Other shows I have been binge-watching from that list obviously has to be One Piece, that is the live-action version. I never watched the anime version, but I watched both seasons and am starting the anime now."

IMDb: Congratulations! You're our youngest STARmeter Award recipient to date! What upcoming projects are you most excited for, and can you share any details?

Ansell: So, I have been told that I am the youngest ever person to have won this award and — Woo! I am so thankful! I am so excited to share that I have some new films coming out. One film that is called 500 Miles, starring Bill Nighy, Maisie Williams, and Roman Griffin Davis, coming out in cinemas in the U.K. on June 26.

IMDb: How would Egg feel about this award? What parts of Egg do you relate to most?

Ansell: If Egg got this award I don't think he'd know what it was, so I think he would be confused. He would think it's a star and a very cool star. He said to Ser Dunk that 'a star brings luck to those who see it,' so I think he would think it's a sign from the Seven Gods and we would both be very thankful for it. I love the star, and I think Egg would like it too.

IMDb: Which of your past IMDb credits, besides A Knight of the Seven Kingdoms, is your favorite and why?

Ansell: My other favorite credit has to be a film I did quite a while ago called Christmas on Mistletoe Farm, definitely because I met one of my lifelong friends and we're still friends to this day. She's very, very nice and she's an actor too. It's definitely my favorite credit because it reminds me of friends and family.

IMDb: Are there any fun teasers you can share about the next season?

Ansell: So, in Season 2, I do get a bit more action and that is very fun… swords! But if you want to know more, there is a book and a graphic novel, so we have lots of options to get you more details.

PHOTOS: For award presentation images, please go to: https://dam.gettyimages.com/s/skm373b48pspprk5xqj7nvt 

VIDEO: https://youtube.com/shorts/BO9sx0Amj1c
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