
Compliance Of DJI Drones With New European Drone Regulation 

 

Context 
 
New European Drone Regulation will come into effect on 1 January 2021 and be applicable 
in all EU member states, Switzerland and Norway. These new rules offer, for the first time, a 
harmonized framework across most European countries and will help drone pilots to operate 
their drones in different territories on the same conditions as in their home country 
regardless of recreational or commercial purposes. This will effectively improve flight safety, 
simplify user approval procedures, facilitate users' personal and business applications, 
enhance user experience, and support rapid business development. 
  
The new regulation distinguishes between low-, medium- and high-risk categories with 
different requirements for products and operators. The most widely used category will be the 
Open Category (low risk) which will be managed through the so-called CE (Conformité 
Européenne/European Conformity) marking process. The new CE labels define, amongst 
others, which type of drones (categorized by weight), can be flown in which type of 
environment (over, near or away from people). 
 
 
Options for DJI Drone Users in the “Open Category” 
 
DJI customers have the following options to comply with the new European Drone 
Regulation. 
 
A: Drones with new CE labels 
If customers have DJI drones with new drone category CE labels, rules that apply can be found 
here.1 
 
B: Drones with old CE labels UNTIL 1 January 2023 
DJI drones with old CE labels will be allowed to operate as follows for a transition period of 
two years, until 1 January 2023: 
 

- Drones weighing less than 500g (e.g. DJI Mavic Air, DJI Mavic Mini2): You are never 
allowed to fly over crowds, but you are allowed to fly over so-called uninvolved people, 
for instance a few people walking in a park where flying is permitted (so called A1 

                                                             
1 The details of new CE marking standards are still being determined, and DJI is actively working with 
authorities on deciding which EXISTING drone models will be able to receive new CE labels retroactively. 
Once the standards have been set (date TBC) all NEW drone models will automatically comply with new 
CE marking standards.   
2 For a comprehensive list of drone weights, please refer to the product pages on www.dji.com  



environment under the new rules). 
- Drones weighing between 500g and 2kg (e.g. DJI Mavic Air 2, DJI Mavic 2): You are 

never allowed to fly over any people and have to stay at least 50 meters away from 
them (A2 environment) 

- Drones weighing between 2kg and 25kg (e.g. DJI Inspire, DJI Matrice Series): You 
have to keep a safe distance from residential, commercial, industrial or recreational 
areas (A3 environment) 
 

C: Drones with old CE labels AFTER 1 January 2023 
 
After 1 January 2023, the following rules apply to DJI drones with old CE labels: 
 
Drones weighing less than 250g (e.g. DJI Mavic Mini): You are never allowed to fly over crowds, 
but you are allowed to fly over so-called uninvolved people, for instance a few people walking 
in a park where flying is permitted (A1 environment). 
 
Drones weighing between 250g and 25kg (e.g. all drones apart from DJI Mavic Mini): You 
have to keep a safe distance from residential, commercial, industrial or recreational areas (A3 
environment) 
  
As an industry leader, DJI is committed to provide consumers with the best products and 
services, and we will continue to create best practices for consumers in the recreational and 
commercial space. 


