
Getting Started 
 

1. Connect the USB plug from the Nintendo Switch AC adapter into the USB connector on 

the bottom of the console, then connect the AC adapter into the wall outlet.  

 

The Nintendo Switch AC Adapter inserted into both an electrical outlet and the USB 

connector on the bottom of the console 

2. Attach the Joy-Con controllers to the Nintendo Switch console.  

https://en-americas-support.nintendo.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/22335


 

A pair of Nintendo Switch Joy Con Controllers attaching to the Nintendo Switch console 

3. Follow the on-screen prompts to complete the first-time setup. Some of these settings can 

be configured later.  

o System language and region settings 

o Internet Settings (optional) 

o Time Zone 

o Set your icon and nickname or Transfer Users and Save Data (this option is 

available for consoles with system menu version 4.0.0. or higher) 

o Parental Controls (optional) 

 

First Nintendo Switch 

 

1.  

1. First, create a Nintendo Account for the player(s) that will be using Nintendo 

Switch.  

▪ If there are multiple players in your household, you can combine up to 8 

members into one family group. 

2. If you created a Nintendo Network ID (NNID) for Wii U or Nintendo 3DS family 

systems, and you want to combine your wallets, link your NNID to your Nintendo 

Account. 

3. Connect your Nintendo Switch and complete the initial set-up. 

https://en-americas-support.nintendo.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/22375
https://en-americas-support.nintendo.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/22377
https://en-americas-support.nintendo.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/27394
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https://en-americas-support.nintendo.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/22324
https://en-americas-support.nintendo.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/28815
https://en-americas-support.nintendo.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/15990
https://en-americas-support.nintendo.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/22501


4. Create a user account for each player on Nintendo Switch, and link the Nintendo 

Account to it. 

5. Purchase a Nintendo Switch Online membership if you want to use the system’s 

online features (like online multiplayer). 

6. Start a game – you’re ready to play! 

You may also find our Nintendo Switch Online service FAQ and additional information 

on membership types helpful. 

Later system  

1. Connect your new Nintendo Switch and complete the initial set-up. 

2. Create a user account for each player on Nintendo Switch, and link your Nintendo 

Account to it.  

o If you already have a user account on a different Nintendo Switch, you can 

transfer your existing account and save data instead of creating a new user. 

3. If you don't already have one, purchase a Nintendo Switch Online membership if you 

want to use the system’s online features (like online multiplayer).  

o For more information, see our Nintendo Switch Online service FAQ and 

additional information on membership types. 

4. Start a game – you’re ready to play! 

You may also find our information on playing your games across multiple systems as well as the 

differences between primary and non-primary Nintendo Switch consoles helpful. 
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