
Dry surfaces cause friction  

Moving one dry surface over another dry surface is tough : Imagine a piece of chalk on a chalkboard: 

it squeaks. The dry chalk jumps and stutters against the surface of the board. Even though the chalk mark looks 

smooth, it’s not – it has a rough surface.This is the result of friction, or lack of lubricant and now imagine 

chalk pens – using a liquid. Writing with a chalk pen allows you to glide over the chalkboard surface and 

produces a smooth, sharp line.  

 

The difference is reduced friction. The friction was reduced thanks to the lubrication of the pen. Moving 

smoothly over a rough surface is a big challenge when it comes to shaving.  

And the secret to a smoother shave is no different. If the skin AND cartridge are well lubricated, the blades 

will glide to optimum effect.  

Achieving a lubricated shave for reducing friction  

 

The secret to a smooth shave is reducing friction. We reduce friction when we shave by introducing 

lubrication.  
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Lubricating the skin is easy: with warm water and shaving cream. Lather your face with your favourite Gillette 

shaving gel or foam.  

But lubricating for a comfortable shave is more of a challenge. That’s why we developed the lubrication strip.  

Your razor’s built-in lubricant  

 

The lubrication strip on your Gillette razor, found above the blades in your cartridge, can be compared to a 

small sponge  

The strip holds a formula with water-loving polymers called Polyethylene Glycols (PEGs) which are released 

from the strip with each shaving stroke. When these polymers come into contact with water, they swell, unfold 

and stretch along your skin, adding lubrication to your shave.  

The effectiveness of the shaving cream can be diminished when we go over the same spot on our face more 

than once, over and over again, in an effort not to miss any hairs, with shaving cream having been wiped 

away.  This leaves the skin less protected and can lead to razor burn.  
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The Fusion5 ProShield razor – true to its name – has a lubrication strip before the blades as well, for extra 

protection.  With lubrication before and after the blades, it shields against irritation while you shave. 

Whether to shave with the grain or against the grain (ATG) is one of the most commonly asked 

questions about shaving. While shaving in the same direction as your hair grows (with the grain) 

might allow you to avoid irritation, it also can keep you from getting the close or smooth 

shave you want. Here’s how you can shave against the grain while minimizing shaving irritation: 

First, determine the direction of your hair growth by rubbing your hand or a credit card across 

your face. The direction in which you encounter resistance is ATG. 

 

Then, especially if your beard is coarse, hydrate your skin for at least three minutes (ideally 

during a hot shower), as this can reduce the force required to cut hair by up to 70%. 

 

Next, apply a quality shave gel . This will help prevent nicks and cuts, and soften hair for a more 

comfortable and close shave. 

 

Finally, try shaving with the grain first and then ATG if necessary. Reapplying shave gel or foam 

before going ATG also can help 

If you feel discomfort while shaving, it could be because you are not shaving appropriately for 

the texture of your hair. There’s no need to bully your beard: The following suggestions will help 

you get a more comfortable shave. 

Wash and hydrate: 

Use a face wash or facial scrub to help soften facial hair before you shave. Also, to soften your 

facial hair and make it easier to cut, hydrate skin with warm water for at least three minutes 

before shaving. 
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Try an advanced razor: 

Use a multiblade shaving system with blades spaced closer togetherto help reduce pressure on 

each blade for more comfort and less shaving irritation. 

Save the best for last: 

Shaving your upper lip and around your mouth at the end of your shave will give the shave gel 

more time to soak in, further softening your facial hair and making it easier to cut. 

Check your blades: 

Change your blade when you start to experience tugging or discomfort. Certain razors feature an 

indicator strip that will change to white when you might no longer be getting an optimal shave. 

Tip 1: 

Wash and hydrate your face and neck before shaving. A face wash or facial scrub will warm, 

deep clean, and help soften facial hair before you shave. You also should hydrate skin with warm 

water for at least three minutes to soften your facial hair and make it easier to cut. 

Tip 2: 

Choose a shave gel designed to remove dirt and oil 

Tip 3:  

Go easy—use light, gentle strokes when shaving. This is especially important for areas of your 

skin that are broken out. The razor should do the work, not you. 

Tip 4: 

Apply a light, post-shave moisturizer after you shave. This will help ensure that your skin does 

not overcompensate for dryness by producing more oil. 

Tip 5: 

Wash your face at night with a soap-free scrub to remove the daily buildup of oil 

 

 

 

 


