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[ntroduction

My Tarot Journey

The road of life twists and turns
and no two directions are ever the same.

Yet our lessons come from the journey,
not the destination.

Don WiLLiams Jr.

I have been reading the tarot for over twenty-four years. How
I first became interested in the tarot is a little unusual—some
would even say unorthodox. So, did an old gypsy woman hand
me a battered, faded tarot deck under the light of a full moon?
Was 1 fascinated with the tradition and mystique of the cards?
Was [ captivated by their images and mysteries? Nope. That
fascination and captivation came much later.

I started using tarot cards because it was a way to get folks
to relax when 1 did clairvoyant readings. When I began work-
ing the psychic fair circuit, I was a young mother of three in my
twenties. | used no props of any kind; I just turned on my tape
recorder and focused on the client (classically called a querent),
and then I asked to hold their hand and let it rip.



Of course, most people did not care to have me just sit there,
some cocky twenty-four-year-old, holding their hand and stroll- -
ing right through their heads...it caught them off-guard and,
honestly, it frightened them. Scaring people was the last thing 1
wanted to do. With that thought in mind, I watched other read-
ers and realized that the props—flashy tarot cards, candles, and
the occasional (albeit cheesy) crystal ball—made their clients
relax. We won't mention the readers that wore turbans (1 kid
you not).

Also, it was the early 1990s; back in the day at the local St.
Louis psychic fairs, anyone not using cards was looked upon
suspiciously. 5o, being practical, | went out, found a pretty
tarot deck, and memorized those suckers. Just like flash cards, 1
memorized three basic keywords for each card ar first, and thar
got me up and running. My husband used to sit and hold up a
card at random while | fed our babies in their highchairs, so |
could practice. And while my toddlers ran amok in my home,
I memorized the tarot deck between laundry, dishes, diapers,
and family duties. Once | had a basic idea of all seventy-eight
cards, I started to seriously study. Typically this study happened
during the kids' nap time or in the evenings when the kids were
all in bed.

[ found a few basic books on tarot that gave me more insight
into the cards and their traditional meanings. | practiced per-
forming readings on friends, and then my friends’ friends. And
then something wonderful happened: I realized that every
card had a story to tell. Even before | was a published author,
I always had a yen for a good story, and so [ began to assoclate
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the cards with certain stories and/or people that I knew. Then
I began to notice that certain cards falling in a specific position
in the reading always meant the same thing, no matter who
the querent was. Inspired, | began to use the cards as a spring-
board and to allow them to open the door to a more refined and
detailed psychic reading.

| became thoroughly enchanted by the symbolism and
magick in the cards. I found it fascinating, as a Witch, to dis-
cover that the suits of the tarot were not only based upon the
four elements, but they shared the same basic qualities and
meanings as well. The closer I looked at the cards, the more
magickal symbolism I found. I began picking up different vari-
eties of tarot decks to experiment with, and my affection and
love affair with the tarot became stronger than ever before,

Over the past twenty years [ have had a favorite basic tarot
deck and a few funky ones, but I never had a tarot deck that felt
magickal enough. 1 had a few Witch-themed decks, but they
never truly fit me. Truthfully, they felt a bit tacky, or they were
just too off the wall. Plus I found out quickly that folks would
react negatively to those old, kitschy Witch-themed decks if I
tried using them for public readings, which always made me
want to giggle.

I wondered to myself if a strong, elegant deck with classic
and beautiful images that Witches could identify with would
ever come along. When the opportunity presented itself to
design and script a brand-new tarot deck for Witches, well, I
thought about it for about a day...and then started working.
This Witches Tarot deck was a few decades in the wishing and
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over two-and-a-half years in the physical creation. However, |
think you will find it to be worth the wait.

Symbolism: The Language of the Tarot
Symbalism is no mere idle fancy ...
it is inherent in the very texture of human life.

AvLFrEp MorTH WHITEHEAD

This deck is based on the classic Rider-Waite-Smith deck. If you
are familiar with traditional tarot imagery, then you will pick up
the basic definitions quickly. I do, however, strongly encourage
you to take some time and read the descriptions of each card so
you will understand the deeper magickal meanings displayed
within them. Use this bock to interpret the card meanings for
yoursell until you become familiar with their specific magickal
meanings.

Every individual image portrayed in the scene of a single
tarot card is there for a specific reason. Symbolism is the lan-
guage of the tarot, and there are many different types of sym-
bolism used in the Witches Tarot. It has always been my belief
that each card tells its own wonderful story. [ encourage you to
look carefully at each card in this deck and see what tale it tells
you. As you study the art of each card, read along in the book to
discover whar each flower, landscape, clothing color, jewel, tree,
fruit, animal, or elemental creature represents,

Also, you will see that there are keywords of both upright
and reversed meanings with each card definition. These will
help you to learn the basic meaning of each card a bit more
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easily. Correspondences for deities as well as astrological and
elemental associations are also listed where applicable. There is
also a chapter on magick that features eleven new tarot spells.
Also, be sure to refer to the two helpful appendices in the back
of the book!

There is one appendix on the meaning of the numbers and
the court cards of the Minor Arcana, and another detailed,
alphab;:lized appendix on the commen symbols employed in
the cards. From a castle on a hillside to the thrones the charac-
ters sit in, right down to heraldry on the characters’ costumes,
I've got you covered. Now all of those symbols and their mean-
ings are right at your witchy fingertips. All of these wonder-
ful resources will help you, the tarot reader and/or Witch, to
absorb and to learn the deeper meanings and the enchanting
symbaolism of the Witches Tarot.

Please note the design on the back of the cards as well, with
their fantastic stars in the galaxy and the enchanting triple moon
{which is, of course, our Triple Goddess symbol). What better
symbol for the card backs in a Witches’ deck could there be?

Embrace the magick of these cards, get ready to advance

your skills, and enjoy the journey.
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Performing a Witches Tarot
Reading for Yourself
Reading is to the mind
what exercise is to the body.

RicHAarD STEELE

So0, how do you begin, you may wonder? Honestly, it is really
very simple. | suggest studying all of the images in the deck
and reading through the symbolism and meanings to familiar-
ize yourself a bit with this deck. Once you have done that, you
are ready to begin. I personally like to center myself and find a
quiet spot to put myself into a relaxed frame of mind. Some-
times I light a few candles or some incense to help get in the
proper meditative state of mind. | make sure that the house is
quiet and [ will not be interrupted. It is my “me” rime.

Doing a tarot reading for yourself is a form of meditation.
[ know that it always relaxes me, and [ constantly learn some-
thing new. I encourage you to try it. Your personal readings
overall will be much clearer and more enjovable if you give
yourself some meditative time,

Mow that you are focused, centered, and calm, decide on
your question. Here's a good tip: the simpler the question,
the clearer the answer. Shuffle the deck, keeping that question
firmly in mind. Choose your card layout, deal the cards, then
live on the edge and read them,

Here is a charm to help you to focus. This will assist in eas-
ing you into a magickal state of mind for your own personal

readings with the Witches Tarot.
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H Charm for Personal Meditative Readings
Created by @ Witch to be used as a tool
There is wisdom here from the World card to the Fool.
With seventy-eight lessons and messages to receive

May I gain enlightenment; as I'will, so mote it be.

Take your time reading and interpreting the cards. Enjoy your-
self, and may you gain illumination. Blessed be.

Performing a Reading for Another

Each player must accept the cards life deals him or her:
but once they are in hand, he or she alone must decide
how to play the cards in order to win the game.

VoLTAIRE

Mow, when it comes to performing a reading for another, there
are some rules you should consider. As | am a practical Witch
and an old hand at doing tarot readings for the general public,
here are a few realistic and commonsense considerations when

it comes to reading your Witches Tarot cards for another.

Ask if the querent/client has ever had a reading
before. If not, then take that opportunity to explain
whar some of the more intense tarot images actually
symbolize. This way, you avoid any frights or upsets
from the client. For example, the Ten of Swords
symbolizes being betrayed or stabbed in the back; the
Death card shows change (and typically pops up in

readings for pregnant women and people about to get
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married or head off to college, etc.—after all, their life
is about to change forever and in a big way); and the
Shadow Side card means facing your fears. So give the
client reassurance before their very first reading begins.
That way, you can both enjoy the experience.

Ask the querent what specific question they have at
the beginning of the reading. Have them hold the
gquestion firmly in mind while they shuffle the cards.
(Yes, your tarot deck may be handled by someone
else.) It is best to have the querent/client shuffle and
cut the deck themselves before the reading—that way,
their energy and actions influence the cards and how
they fall. There are some people who insist that you
ghould never let another person handle your cards, but
1 prefer to let the client shuffle or cut the cards. An
easy solution to this dilemma is that if you are doing
readings for the public, then you may choose to have a
separate deck strictly dedicated for public readings and
another set of cards just for your own personal use.

You do not have to read reversed cards—unless you'd
like to. | rarely do. Life is full of enough challenges.
Besides, it does occasionally upset folks when they see
upside-down cards. Whether or not you decide to read

reversed cards is your personal choice.

Never predict death. Why? Well, odds are that you are
wrong. Worse, what if you are wrong and someone
decides to take you up on your prediction? In all the
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years I have done readings, | can count the number of
times on one hand when the cards actually predicted an
eminent physical death; each time it was in conjunction
with someone inquiring about a relative who was in

their final days, battling an illness of some kind.

Know your deck. It really kills the mood and makes you
look unprofessional if you have to stop and look up the
answers in the book during a public reading. 5o, if you
are doing readings for the public, then know the deck
cold. Be sure to take some time to learn the meanings
and to practice before you read for the general public.
However, if you are doing a reading for a close friend
and they don't mind you interpreting their cards
straight from the book, then sit back, relax, and have a

great time,

Storing your tarot cards. Finally, when you are all
through with your reading, your Witches Tarort cards
do not have to be wrapped and/or stored in silk. The
reason this folklore began is thar silk deflects unwanted
psychic vibrations—bur this is not strictly necessary.
If the idea appeals to you, then go for it. [ typically
place my tarot cards in a drawstring fabric pouch. It's
practical—it keeps them clean and together, and it
makes it harder 1o lose a card—and I have different
fabrics and various colored drawstring bags for my
different decks, so I can tell them apart quickly.

INTRODUCTION
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Remember that it is okay to laugh and have fun with
a tarot reading. It is also perfectly fine to be more
serious and thoughtful. Again, your personal style and
your choices should be honored. We are all unique, and
that difference gives our tarot readings personality and
depth.

I think that about covers the basics. Enjoy yourself as you
learn the deck and read this book. There are some brand-new
tarot spreads for you to try out, as well as spells and magick.
Let’s begin our journey and explore the enchantment and mys-
tery of the Witches Tarot.
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The Major Rrcana

It is a fool's prevogative to utter truths
that no one else will speak.

MEIL GAlMAN

The sequence of the twenty-two cards in the Major Arcana tells
us the story of the Fool's journey. With the first card number,
0, we see the Fool begin his quest young, carefree, happy, and
open to the experiences of his spiritual passage. By the time
the Fool works his way through to the final Major Arcana card,
numbered XXI, the World, our traveler is older, wiser, and has
embraced the mysteries of his path.

A fascinating note is that the word arcana actually means
“mystery.” The scenes in the Major Arcana cards show us evoe-
ative images and archetypes. These archetypes are symbolic fig-
ures such as the Mother, the Father, the High Priest and High
Priestess, and the Hero. They appear in various mythclogies,
religions, and mystery traditions from all over the world. These
archetypal images in the Major Arcana are drawn from many
magickal cultures. They are truly universal.

At any point in our lives we can embody a Major Arcana
card, and we may feel as if we are living with the scene itself,
These particular twenty-two cards appeal to our emotions and
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tug on our heartstrings. The imagery and archetypes within the
Major Arcana link us all together, as they resonate on a deeper
spiritual level. They speak to us by using the common language
of emotion, a language everyone speaks.

When Major Arcana cards turn up in a tarot spread, they
add weight and importance to the reading. These cards illus-
trate important spiritual matters, and they reveal our relation-
ship to the particular archetype within the card. When two or
more Major Arcana cards are dealt in a reading, then you know
that fate is playing a hand in your spiritual path and everyday
life. Take comfort in that, as these Major Arcana cards teach
you that while things may seem beyond your control, there is a
divine, magickal purpose at work here.

The Major Arcana offers you a road map to the mysteries of
the Craft and to your spiritual life. All you have to do is be will-
ing to open your eyes, embrace the offered wisdom, and start
your travels, May you have a good journey!

THE MAJOR ARCAMA
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0 + The Fool

———— _‘ T




he Fool is at the beginning of his spiritual and magickal

journey. The Fool is young, open, and daring enough

to take a risk and to make a leap of faith. He strolls
along at the very edge of the cliff, a green valley below him and"
mountains at his back, either unaware or uncaring of the risk.
He carries a leather satchel filled with his past experiences on
his traveler's staff. These are kept safe and secure by his faith,
symbolized by the pentagram that keeps the satchel closed. His
bright, colorful costume gives a nod to both his happy mood
and his sunny disposition. The red feather in his cap symbolizes
his zeal for life and his love of the journey. The Fool has his face
tipped up to the bright blue sky and is enjoying the freedom,
excitement, and adventure of his journey.

The white rosebud that the Fool carries symbalizes his inno-
cence, his rrust, and those new beginnings. The dog portrayed
in this card is the Fool's companion and familiar. It prances
happily along beside him. West Highland White Terriers (or
“Westies,” as they are often called) are known for being loyal,
energetic, and smart dogs—a perfect companion for the novice

traveler.

Meanings
This first Major Arcana card is an excellent illustration of some-
one who is following their bliss. This card often materializes
in a reading when the querent is trying something new and
completely different. They may be just beginning their spiri-
tual journey or are exploring a new magickal tradition or path.
Perhaps they are taking on a brand-new job or are considering
an innovative business opportunity. The Fool encourages us to

THE MAJOR ARCANA
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dare, be more open minded, and enjoy the ride. Do not let your-
self be dragged down by worries. The Fool laughingly persuades
you to trust and take a chance, and not fret too much about the
future—instead, just enjoy the trip and take things one day at
a time.

This card is all about the proverbial leap of faith. Sure, it is
possible that you might make a mistake or fall down, but hey!
You can always get right back up, brush yourself off, and try
again. Sometimes that is the best way to learn—by daring to
do. At the end of the day, the Fool encourages you to be open to
new prospects and ideas, Live on the edge; think outside of the
box. Be confident and bold! There is a big, wide, magickal world

out there... go explore it!

Keywords: Follow your bliss. Adventure, fresh starts,
exploration, a journey. Mew ideas; take a chance and
chase your dreams. The beginning of a spiritual quest;
exploring a new magickal path or tradition. A leap of
faith.

Deity Associations: None, because the Fool represents
humanity.

Astrological Association: Uranus.

Reversed: Irresponsibility, recklessness, dangerous and
careless behavior. A precarious situation. There is a
need to be cautious and plan ahead,

THE MAJOR ARCANA
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[ + The Magician




he Magician stands behind an altar at dawn, with his

pentagram around his neck and magickal symbols

embroidered ulpan his robe. With the wand in his hand
he draws a lemniscate, the infinity symbol, in the air above
him, reminding us that “As within, so without.” With his other
hand he points down to the earth to illustrate another classic
magickal proverb: "As above, so below.” On the altar lie the
classic Witch's tools, which are also the symbols of the four
suits of the Minor Arcana: the cup to represent the element of
water, the sword for air, the hawthorn wand for fire, and the
golden pentacle for the element of earth.

The Magician is a commander of the four natural elements.
By combining his personal power together with the natural ele-
ments, he makes magick through the sheer force of his will,
He stands beneath a bower of red roses, which represents har-
mony. The four lilies in the foreground symbolize the purity of
his relationship with deity and his creativity. The four faeries in
the card represent each of the four natural elements: the green
faerie for earth, red for fire, blue for water, and yellow for air.
The faeries fluttering around the Magician's altar show us how
he is intimately connected to and has a strong working rela-
tionship with the elementals and the awesome powers of the

natural world.

Meanings
When this card appears in a reading, it is a message to tap into
your own magick to find the answers you seek. Work in bal-
ance with the elements and the powers of nature to create your

THE MAJOR ARCAMA
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magick and bring about positive change. Magick is all around
you, and it is everywhere in the natural world ... the Magician
challenges you to seek it out. Connect to this elemental energy
and tap into its powers. Be confident and look within as well as
without. '
This particular Major Arcana card is a lesson in the Hermetic
Principle of Correspondence, which teaches us that “As above,
so below; as within, so without.” We do exist on all planes—on
the astral/spiritual, the energetic, and the physical. The Magi-
clan urges you to choose the most harmonious tools and natu-
ral accessories for your magick. Use the laws of correspondence
and all of the resources that you have at your disposal wisely.

Keywords: As above, so below. Skill, determination,
connection, confidence, Strength of will. Working
magick with the four elements and the elemental
spirits. The Hermetic Principle of Correspondence.

Elemental magick and personal power.

Deity Associations: Hermes, Thoth, Mercury, Hermes
Trismegistus.

Astrological Association: Mercury.

Reversed: Lack of confidence, poor communication with
others, manipulative magick.

THE MAJOR ARCAMA
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[I + The High Priesless




he High Priestess before you is powerful, mystical, wise,

and compelling. She is serious, kind, just, and compas-

sionate. This is the Maiden aspect of the Goddess, and
her wisdom is all-encompassing. The High Priestess wears an
ethereal silver gown and royal blue hooded cape as she sits
in contemplation upon her throne, her feline familiar sitting
calmly at her side. The blue sky and nature are her backdrop,
and the moon and the stars of the cosmos are at her feet. Pome-
granates grow lushly around her, and she is stationed evenly
between the two lunar pillars. The High Priestess is calm and
in control of the occult powers she wields. She does not lean
towards the waxing energies or towards the waning energies
of the moon, as she is not inclined to the light or the dark. The
High Priestess is centered and neutral,

The High Priestess wears a Triple Goddess crown and a
necklace of amber and jet stones to denote her rank. Amber
increases mental power and jet enhances psychic abilities, both
important qualities for the High Priestess. In her hands she
holds a scroll for knowledge and blooming sage, which rep-
resents wisdom. The pomegranates are sacred to the goddess
Persephone, and they signify royalty and elegance. The young
black cat, the classic Witch's familiar, represents the feminine

mysteries of the Craft.

THE MAJOR ARCANA
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Meanings

When this card appears in a reading, it often marks a time of
initiation and learning. The Maiden Goddess is challenging
you. Be wise and listen to her words of wisdom. This card is
a reminder to quietly and calmly seek occult knowledge and
look within, Use your intuition and trust your instincts. This
is not the time to let your emotions rule you; instead, it is an
opportunity for growth and a chance to gain real insight and
understanding. The High Priestess teaches you to be strong,
wise, and steady. She guietly shows you that in order to attain
real wisdom you must remember to always work your magick
thoughtfully and from a place of neutrality.

Keywords: The Maiden aspect of the Goddess.
Meutrality, initiation, wisdom. Inner knowledge,
intuition. Lunar energy and magick, waxing moon
magick, the feminine mysteries of the Craft.

Deity Associations: Artemis/Diana, Persephone, the
Maiden Goddess.
Astrological Association: Moon.

Reversed: Being our of balance. Repressed feelings, a
refusal to learn and grow, unrecognized potential.

THE MAJOR ARCANA
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III » The Empress




he Empress is seated on a cushioned golden throne sur-

rounded by nature. Her throne is embellished with pat-

terns of five-petaled roses and wheat. The five-petaled
flower creates a natural pentagram, and the flowers and sheaves
of wheat link her back to the ancient mother goddesses Deme-
ter and Isis. The Empress is pregnant in this card, indicating
her fertility. She is the great Mother Goddess, and the twelve
stars that form a halo around her head represent the signs of
the zodiac. She holds in her hand a scepter, denoting her power
over all of the natural world. The beautiful Empress wears a
rich green gown, another link to the powers of life, growth, and
nature. The nine pearls around the Empress's throat symbol-
ize the nine classic planets, and pearls are a symbol for basic
organic creativiry.

A heart-shaped copper shield with a stylized Venus symbol
rests o the side of her throne. This card has the astrological
association of the planet Venus, and copper is the metal associ-
ated with that planet. The Empress's shield reminds us to pro-
tect and cherish the love in our lives. The lush forests, green
grass, and the river that cascades down the slope are more
depictions of sacred feminine symbolism. The background sky
with the heavy gray clouds holds the promise of rain and life
coming to the land. The wildflowers and wheat growing in the
foreground of the scene correspond to the abundance of the
harvest, and they represent prosperity and resources. Finally,
the rabbit that sits contentedly at the Empress’s feet is another
nod to the energy and awesome powers of fertility, creation,

and nature.

THE MAJOR ARCANA
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Meanings
This is the motherhood, fertility, and power-of-nature card.
When this card appears in a reading, it is a message from the
Mother Goddess to respect the force and power of nature and
the body’s ability to reproduce. If the Empress card appears
in a reading along with the Ace of Wands or the Ace of Cups,
then it symbolizes pregnancy or that conception may be likely
at this time, This card can also indicate an opportunity to bring
new, creative ideas into the world. Protect and cherish the lov-
ing relationships in your life. Focus on your family and your
home, and enjoy the energy and excitement your children bring
into your life. “Birth” your new ideas. Embrace creativity and
your own sexuality, and work joyously and respectfully with the

powers of nature.

Keywords: The Mother aspect of the Goddess. Bringing
new ideas into existence. Feminine power, love,
sexuality, motherhood, Fertility, birth, creativity.
Hearth and home, protecting love in your life, full

moon magick. The power of nature.

Deity Associations: Aphrodite/Venus, Demeter, Gaia,
Isis, Inanna, Mother Nature, the Mother Goddess,
Selene.

Astrological Association: Venus.

Reversed: Domestic problems, infertility, problems with
parental or romantic relationships.

THE MAJOR ARCANA
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[V +» The Emperor




he wise Emperor watches over his children as they play

happily in the backpground. To denote his power, he

holds a scepter topped by an ankh in his right hand. In
his left hand he holds a globe. He wears a purple cape to rep-
resent his sovereignty. The mountains behind him symbolize
his strength and steadfastness. The Emperor is surveying the
scene and considering his options and plans for the future. He
is a wise, kind ruler and a loving father figure. This card has
the astrological association of Aries, which is represented by
the ram's heads in the carved arms of the throne and the Aries
symbol on the Emperor’s armor.

This is the masculine characteristic of deity, the God aspect
and the divine father. The purple tulips in the foreground sym-
bolize royalty, while the blooming sorrel growing at his feet
represents parental affection. Interestingly, the Emperor has no
weapons and instead uses the power of his wisdom and experi-

ence to rule and to keep the peace.

Meanings
This card may symbolize a leader of a family or a magickal
group—a responsible, balanced person. Just as the Emperor s
doing in this card, you should calmly survey your situation and
carefully consider your options. This card may stand for your
boss at work (no matter what their gender), not just a hus-
band or a father. The Emperor card will often appear in a read-
ing when you are up for a promotion at work, about to earn a
higher degree in your coven, or even if you are taking a new job
with better prospects. If you find yourself standing as the head
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of the family or coven and are the peacemaker and arbitrarar, it
is possible this card may represent your role within the group.
It can also symbolize your leadership within a family dynamic

or at your place of employment.

Keywords: Leader of a family or coven. Father figure,
family man, loving husband and/or father. Sovereignty,
reason. Masculine energy, protection. A responsible
and balanced person.

Deity Associations: Osirus, Zeus, Jupiter, Divine Father.
Astrological Association: Aries.

Reversed: Lack of self-discipline, authority issues,
inferiority, issues with parents.

THE MAJOR ARCANA
O

27



V « The High Priest




he High Priest sits on a stone bench at the temple. He

is an elegant clder gentleman, one of the Wise Ones.

He wears a rich, flowing, regal scarlet robe, and his sil-
ver pentagram—a symbol of magickal power and personal pro-
tection—is displayed proudly upen his chest. The position of
his right hand—two fingers up and two fingers down—and the
wooden staff he holds in his left hand are classic tarot symbols.
They represent balance between the worlds of the physical and
the spiritual. The three crosspieces of the staff correspond to
the upperworld, the middleworld, and the underworld.

In the background we see mountains and a lush natural set-
ting. In the foreground a long shadow is cast. Two large skel-
eton keys hover in the air before the High Priest. These two
prominent skeleton keys represent the divine feminine and
the divine masculine, represented by the moon with its silver
lunar key and the sun with its golden solar key, respectively.
One of the many names for this card is the Hierophant. The
High Priest is an authority figure, a counselor, and the keeper of

magickal traditions and knowledge.

Meanings
When this card appears in a reading, it means that there are
guestions that need answering and advice to be sought. Classi-
cally this card denotes a need for legal advice or counseling. It
may also indicate a course of study or furthering your education
or the need to settle disputes in a coven. But remember that the
High Priest is the wise and patient counselor, an elder, and a

teacher. He does not give you all the answers to your questions;
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instead, he helps vou figure out where to look to find your own
truths. He places in your hands the keys to unlock the mys-
teries and to gain deeper knowledge, then trusts that you will
find the answers yourself, using the lessons he has so carefully

taught you.

Keywords: Possible legal matters to attend to.
Counseling, settling disputes in a coven, uphalding
tradition, preserving magickal wisdom. Understanding
the mysteries of the Craft, furthering your educarion,

uncovering your personal truths,
Deity Associations: Horus, Jupiter, Mithras, the Sage.
Astrological Association: Taurus.

Reversed: Receiving unreliable or unsuitable advice,
making a hasty or poor decision, expecting others to
make decisions for you.
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VI « The Lovers




pair of young lovers share an intimate moment in a

beautiful spring garden filled with blooming trees,

Alowers, and a stream. Above and behind the couple,
coming out of the clouds, an angel watches over the pair. The
sun illuminates the winged angel, and the angel is reaching out
and blessing the bond between the couple in a shower of beau-
tiful, glowing light. Representing harmony and messages, the
angel gently reminds us that love enlightens and heals.

The couple is on the verge of a kiss. Romance is in the air,
and once the couple does kiss, their emotional commitment
begins and their destinies will forever be entwined. They are
about to discover whether they have chosen well.

The Lovers card is a card of choices made and romance. It
is a wonderful illustration of the balance of opposites and the
power of attraction. Classically the man represents reason and
the woman symbolizes emotions. The woman wears a rosy-
pink gown, the color of love and soft, happy emotions. She has
six pink roses in her red hair; the six roses are a nod to the
number of this card, which symbolizes a balance of opposites.
Pink roses, in particular, stand for a romantic love. In bloom at
the couple's feet are daffodils and hyacinths. These magickal
flowers add the enchantment of chivalry and new love to the

meaning of this card.
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Meanings

The Lovers is a card of relationships and choice. This card illus-
trates the power of love, desire, destiny, romance, and attrac-
tion. It celebrates challenges overcome so that two lovers can be
together. The angel in this Major Arcana card may be thought of
as a marchmaker, but she may also be a protective force for the
couple. The angel is a symbol of destiny. She is there to show
us how every choice we make can affect our furure. The angel
reminds us to choose wisely.

Keywords: Sexual love, beauty, a romantic relationship.
Decisions, commitment. Choices to be made. The
choice you make now will affect your future. Love
heals.

Deity Associations: Eros and Psyche, Isis and Osirus.
Astrological Association: Gemini.

Reversed: Relationship issues, poor choices made.
Ignoring problems. Spats and squabbles.
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VII + The Chariol




n armor-clad charioteer stands inside his gold and sil-

ver chariot as he races his horses through the clouds

and across the sky. In the background we see a cres-
cent moon, starry skies, and the sunrise’s lighter sky beneath
him. On the charioteer’s helmet is an eight-pointed star. This
is the star of Venus, a symbol of healing. Across his armor is a
golden sash bearing the signs of the zodiac. He holds a magi-
cian’s wand aloft in his left hand, and with his right hand he
appears to be directing the two horses that are pulling the char-
iot with the strength of his will alone, as there are no reins on
the horses. This illustrates that he is in control of his personal
power and the magickal energy at play.

The Chariot tells the story of the Hero, he who has bartled
fiercely and won. This is the only card in the deck that has
two horses in it, and their symbolism is important. This pair
of horses mimics the pillars in the High Priestess card. To the
driver's right is a black horse, which represents night, lunar
magick, chaos, the subconscious, and feminine energies. The
white horse on the driver’s left symbolizes the day, solar magick,
order, the conscious mind, and masculine energies. Rather than
being ruled by those forces, the charioteer directs them and har-
nesses these powers to create the outcome that he desires—just
as we see him controlling the pair of horses and keeping them

moving forward together.
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Meanings
This is a card that speaks of hard-won victories. The Chariot
card is all about self-confidence, control, motivation, and the
determination to succeed. Tap into your own personal power
and you will see your goals manifest. Obstacles and blocks will
be removed. Work magick for movernent and change. When the
Chariot comes roaring into a reading, it is a message to com-
bine your magick with mental discipline and tenacity. Power
comes from within. Believe in yourself—combine determina-
tion, focus, and willpower—and you will succeed. In the Major
Arcana, only the Chariot, the High Priestess, and the Star cards
have starry skies. These three cards are linked. If the High
Priestess appears in a reading with the Chariot, it is a sign that
victory can be obtained through wisdom. If the Star appears in
a reading with the Chariot, it is a sign that the victory will bring

an emotional healing,

Keywords: Willpower, ambition, focus, drive. Leadership
abilities. Tap into your personal power to see your
magick manifest. Overcome adversity and any obstacles
in your path. Don't give up; hang in there!

Deity Associations: Apollo, Artemis, Helios.
Astrological Association: Cancer.

Reversed: No willpower, no drive, lack of focus or

ambition, fear of commitment.
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VIII « Strength




n auburn-haired woman sits quietly at dawn with a

large male lion at her side. The lion is magnificent, and

he leans contentedly into the woman for comfort. She
is smiling, calm, and able to control the lion by her demeancr
and touch alone. The woman is crowned with green oak leaves;
these represent strength. A lemniscate—the infinity symbol —
glows above the woman's head and shows that she is a spiri-
tual and magickal being. Her gown is white and red; both of
these colors are associated with the Goddess. Around her neck
are eight glowing rubies. The number of these fiery stones is a
reminder and a link to the number of her Major Arcana card.
The necklace is an important symbol for the woman in the card,
as the ruby is known for enhancing a positive and courageous
state of mind. A garland of lush red roses, signifying harmony
and beauty, drapes over the lion and the woman, linking them
together—which brings up the question of who has strength in
this card. The woman, for her quiet strength, power, and enjoy-
ment of the situation? Or the lion, for being strong enough to
tame his wilder impulses, to have self-control, and to allow
himself the pleasure of the experience?

Meanings
Gentle strength, calmness, fortitude, and quiet personal power
are the themes of this card. When this card turns up in a read-
ing, it is a reminder that brute force is not necessary in the
current situation; however, the wise use of personal power, self-
control, determination, and strength of character are. Some-
times the strongest thing we can do is to have confidence in
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ourselves and our personal power—to be strong enough to
work calmly and with determination through any challenges we
may face, carefully and in complete control of ourselves.

Keywords: Strength of character, personal power.
Restraint. Being calm. Self-control, confidence,
determination.

Deity Associations: Apollo, Helios.

Astrological Association: Leo.

Reversed: Feeling helpless. Inhibition, fear, doubt.

Control issues.
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IX + The Hermit




n old, wise wizard is on a vision quest. Perhaps he is

Merlin; he has isolated himself, gone off alone, and has

put himself to the test to uncover the mysteries. He
wears a classic wizard's cloak covered with moons and stars,
but the cloak is old, faded, and a bit ragged at the edges, show-
ing us that he has been traveling for a while. Under the twilight
sky a desolate snow- and ice-covered mountain range appears
behind him, symbolizing his separation from the rest of the
world. The Hermit uses his traveler’s staff to help him on his
journey. In his right hand he holds aloft an old metal lantern
with a glowing six-pointed star held inside to light his way. A
six-pointed star symbolizes the balance between masculine and
feminine energies.

The Hermit's glowing star also reminds us to seek our spiri-
tual truths both within and without. The star represents the
wisdom that we all hold within. When this is allowed to shine
forth, wondrous things can happen. If we have the strength, we
can travel to the top of the mountain, gain insight, and see his
light for ourselves, The Hermit gains experience through his
trials and tests, and he reminds us that we can do the same.
Knowledge, inspiration, and enlightenment can be ours.

Meanings
The Hermit card is all about taking purposeful time off, stand-
ing alone, and looking within, When this card appears in a read-
ing, it is a sign that you need to take some downtime for your-
self and regroup. Now is the time for vision questing, reflection,
intuition, meditation, and self-development. It is time to work
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your magick solitarily for a while, even if you are a member of a
coven, Trust in yourself and in your gut hunches, and take some
personal time to see where this leads you. Let your magick light
the way, no matter what challenges you are facing.

Keywords: Reflection, meditation, intuition. Taking time
off from the coven. Solitary work, spending some time

alone out in nature, gaining enlightenment.
Deity Associations: Hermes the Traveler, Saturn,
Astrological Association: Virgo.

Reversed: Feeling isolated or unable to cope with
problems on your own. Loneliness. Time to seek out a

new circle or coven.
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X ¢ The Wheel of the Year




silver, lunar pentagram is surrounded by the eight-

spoked, golden, solar Wheel of the Year. In the back-

ground, we see bright blue skies and soft clouds. This
card evokes the magick and mystery of the Wheel of the Year—
all eight sabbats and the four seasons and cycles of nature.

The four seasons and their corresponding tarot suits are
illustrated together. The earth element is represented by the
pentacle and the winter solstice with holly, the classic Yuletide
plant. In magickal herbalism holly is used for good luck and
protection. In the bottom right we see pink cherry blossoms
for the spring equinox together with the sword, which are both
associated with the element of air. The cherry blossoms, a clas-
sic spring flowering tree, signify nobility and chivalry. In the
bottom left corner there are vibrant green oak leaves for the
summer solstice and the blooming hawthorn wand from our
deck. Both the wand and the season of summer correspond
beautifully with the element of fire. Here, the foliage of the
midsummer oak represents health, wisdom, virtue, and long
life. Finally, in the upper left-hand corner of the card, we see
an enchanting mixture of beautiful orange maple leaves in the
autumn combined with acorns for the harvest. The cups suit
is aligned with the autumn season, as autumn is linked to the
element of water, The maple leaves symbolize elegance, beauty,
and energy, while the acorns bring prosperity and wisdom.
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Meanings
This card symbolizes the magick of the four seasons and the
energies of the Wheel of the Year. When this card tumns up in a
reading, it is a message to work with the energies and the cycles
of nature that are currently around you, and not against them.
This means rest and introspection in the winter; new begin-
nings, growth, and opportunities in the spring; energy, excite-
ment, bounty, and vibrancy in the summer; and abundance and
reminders to prepare, gather, and remember in the autumn,
Expect there to be change, as all of life is forever transforming
and growing. This card classically represents good luck, oppor-

tunity, and a fortuitous event.

Keywords: The Wheel of the Year, celebrating the
sabbats and esbats. Good luck. Working with the
energies and magick of each season.

Deity Associations: Fortuna, Arianrod.
Astrological Association: Jupiter.

Reversed: A period of bad luck. Feeling disconnected
from the seasons and rhythms of nature, Seasonal
affective disorder (wintertime blues).
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XI ¢+ Justice




he Greek goddess of justice, Themis, sits at her temple.

She looks at you carefully with a direct, thoughtful gaze,

Themis holds a double-edged sword in her right hand.
The sword symbolizes that balance must be preserved, even if
it is by force. In her left hand Themis holds the scales, also
equally balanced. The emeralds in her crown and the emerald
brooch pinned on her cape promote emotional stability and
encourage wisdom. No one can see through the purple curtain
behind her, as it conceals the mysteries and the inner workings
of the universe.

This is the central card of the twenty-two Major Arcana
cards, since Justice is at the center of our lives and she will have
her impartial outcome. Themis treats all with integrity and rev-
erence, as she is, in essence, a neutral force. Justice reminds us
of the laws of karma and the idea of cause and effect, What we
have done in the past and do now in the present will affect our
furure.

The Justice card illustrates equilibrium, balance, and fair-
ness. It is time to weigh your options and to assess your actions
in life. The black-eyed Susans growing in the Grecian urns ele-
gantly symbolize justice in the language of flowers. The Justice
card is connected to both the High Priestess and the Karma
Major Arcana cards. Like the High Priestess, Justice is a neutral
force, and its links to the Karma card remind us that, in the
end, karma will always have its way.
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Meanings

When the Justice card appears in a reading, you need to ask
yourself what is out of balance and whart sort of justice you are
looking for. What is it that seems so unfair in your life? What
actions of yours have brought you to this point? This card can
represent legal matters and a possible court case. It can also
symbolize a restoration of balance. It indicates that fair play,
honesty, harmony, and balance are coming. Situations will work
themselves out. Trust and leave the dispensing of this justice in
the hands of the gods.

Keywords: Justice, legal matters, fair outcome to a court
case. Cause and effect. Allowing the gods to take care
of the outcome. Honesty, equilibrium, integrity, and
equality.

Deity Associations: Athena, Ma'at, Themis.

Astrological Association: Libra.

Reversed: Bias, injustice, delays, unfair outcome.
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XII + The Hanged Man




young man is calmly hanging upside down from his

right foot on an ash tree. While he hangs there he is in

a transitional state or undergoing an initiation of some
kind. The halo around the Hanged Man’s face shows him to be
experiencing an epiphany. The peaceful skies in the background
of this card tell you this phase is not a time to fear. You need
to let go of something old and hurtful in order to gain this new
wisdom. Enjoy this new perspective and in-between chapter of
your life, and see what you discover.

In the Norse Pagan tradition, the world tree Yggdrasil sup-
ports the entire universe. The raven is a totem to the god Odin,
and the bird symbolizes initiation, secrets, and prophecy. Just
as Odin hung on the world tree to gain the knowledge of the
runes, the Hanged Man also finds his answers on the ash tree
during this transitional phase of life.

The raven holds a sparkling golden pentagram and looks
down on the Hanged Man as if to ask what he is doing there.
Perhaps this is his totem animal and it is keeping the Hanged
Man company during his transitional state. Ravens are
magickal, clever, and playful birds. They are attracted to spar-
kling and shiny objects and will cache them. The classic colors
of red, green, yellow, and blue speak of balance within the four
natural elements, and these colors make up the Hanged Man's
costume. The runes embroidered around the neck of his shirt
and decorating the trunk of the ash tree are a link back to Odin,

the world tree, and the wisdom found there.
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Meanings
When this card appears in a reading, it is a message to look at
things from a different viewpoint. Embrace the idea of initiation
as a vehicle to newer wisdom and a clearer spiritual path. Let go
of the illusion of control, turn things on their heads, and look
carefully at the lessons before you. Relax and be patient; this
may not be easy, but fighting against the changes in your life
only creates more drama. Read the signs carefully, be they tarot
cards or runes. Meditate on their lessons as you allow yourself
to go through this transitional or initiatory phase calmly and

with joy. By doing so, you will uncover the mysteries,

Keywords: Initiation, transitional phase of life. Relax and
let changes come. New outlook on life, rune magick,
gaining a new perspective on a current situation.

Deity Association: Odin.

Astrological Association: Neptune,

Reversed: Being stuck, not being able to let go or move
forward.
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XIII + Death




he Death card is one of the most misunderstood cards
in the tarot deck. Rarely does it symbolize physical
death; instead, what it announces is radical change in
the querent’s life. In this card, Death’s skull is lit with a glow-
ing fire. The skull is a symbol of human mortality, and it is the
seat of the mind. The greenish-yellow flames represent the
mind's energy and power. Death’s armor is dark and well used;
his white horse has glowing eyes and a bridle with skull-and-
crossbones trim. Death carries a flag that announces transfor-
mation. The flag is emblazoned with the number thirteen—the
number of full meons in a year—and the flower on the flag is
a five-petaled white rose, symbolizing the natural cycles of life.
The brilliant red skies of sunset in the background correspond
to the close of the day and the close of one chapter in your life.
A child stands before Death with an offering of a bouquet of
white daisies bound together with ribbons in the Triple God-
dess colors of white, red, and black. In the language of flowers,
white daisies symbolize innocence. It is important to note that
the child is looking up and facing Death while holding out the
flowers. He is happy, trusting, and unafraid of this knight; he
welcomes the change. The child represents hope.

Meanings
This card represents change. In order for something new to
grow, something old has to give way. This card often shows up
in readings for pregnant women, which makes sense. Think
about it: their way of life is about to change forever, Their lives

are about to transform into something else new and exciting.
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This card also symbolizes other important endings and begin-
nings in your life: birth, marriage, new job, leaving for college,
moving, etc. Basically, one way of life is gone, allowing room
for new beginnings and opportunities to emerge.

Keywords: Transformation, change. Endings and
beginnings. Cycles of nature and of life,

Deity Associations: Hades, Pluto, Hel,
Astrological Association: Scorpio.

Reversed: Traumatic adjustment, delay, difficult change.
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XIV + Temperance




he Greek goddess of the rainbow, Iris, faces forward and

stands at the edge of the water, her golden wings out-

stretched. Her sheer white gown has a polden triangle
on the bodice, which signifies balance and creativity. Her gown
flows softly around her, and one of Iris's feet is on land while
the other dips in the water. Neither on shore nor in the water,
she is in an enchanted location where she is in both worlds—an
in-between place.

In Iris’s hands are two different goblets, and she calmly
pours water from one goblet into another. The water flows
magickally out and about before ending up in the bottom gob-
let. There is an alchemical transformation taking place here; she
is tempering the liguid in the goblets to find the right balance,
or mixture. Behind Iris, the clouds have parted in the sky and
a rainbow appears, representing hope, magick, and miracles.
Around her on the green banks grow iris flowers in several dif-
ferent colors. The enchanting iris flowers symbolize "an elo-
quent message,” which suits the messenger goddess they were
named after.

Meanings
The Temperance card appears in a reading when it is time to be
restrained, to be a little more tactful than usual, and to employ
some moderation. This Major Arcana card represents the mix-
ing of different magickal elements to create something new, like
rain and sunlight make a rainbow. The Temperance card also
stands for the personal alchemy of a spiritual transformation.
Now is the time to work on the healing of your spiritual self.
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This the perfect occasion to work on finding the correct bal-
ance, or “flow.” in your magick and your life. Watch for mes-

sages from the gods.

Keywords: Alchemy. Restoring equilibrium. Moderation,
restraint, and tact. Find your balance, look for
divine messages, and work on spiritual healing and

transformation.
Deity Associations: Iris, Hebe.
Astrological Association: Sagittarius.

Reversed: Behaviors and actions that are out of balance.
Addiction.
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XV + The Shadow Side




he Shadow Side replaces the traditional Devil card;

Witches don’t identify with the concepr of a Devil fig-

ure. The Shadow Side shows what happens when you
let fear and panic take over. The card illustrates a couple cring-
ing away from a shadowy and frightening figure. They are alone
in a sinister forest. Clearly their fear is ruling them. The clothes
of the man and woman are dark and dreary, representing their
unhappiness at being in a dark place in their lives. The posture
and expressions of the couple illustrate their fear and show that
they have inadvertently given away their power to someone or
something else. Running and hiding from the shadowy crea-
ture is not helping the couple, nor are they finding any comfort.
Instead they must turn and face their fears, and stop letting
situations and people frighten, intimidate, or upset them.

We all must walk through dark times now and again. The
question is, are you going to rise to the occasion and defeat
your fears? Will you face the challenging people in your life and
deal with the situations head-on, or will you whimper and fret
about it? Face your adversaries and fight back with honor and
integrity, and you will defeat those who challenge you.

Meanings
This card symbolizes that you are allowing someone else or 4
situation to have power over you. The old coven-mare who left
in high drama, the in-law from hell, or the boss you cannot
please—this is a person who can walk into a room and ruin
your day... because you let them. Break those chains and walk
out of the shadows! Stop giving away your power, and stand

THE MAJOR ARCAMA
s

59



strong. What is important to remember is that you can break
free of your reaction anytime you wish. It's time to embrace the
shadow side of your personality and to really look vour fears
in the face. Come to terms with whatever is holding you back,
Stop cowering. Work to find balance and courage.

Keywords: Allowing another person to have power
over you and your reactions. Defending yourself from
baneful magick. Overcoming fear 1o emerge victorious.

Deity Associations: Pan, the Horned God, Volos.
Astrological Association: Capricorn.
Reversed: Oppression, illusions, trickery, deceit.
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XVI « The Tower




he Tower card illustrates that there has been a dramatic

revelation or a sudden change of plans. Stormy, dark

skies surround a tower thart sits high on a cliff. Light-
ning snakes down from storm clouds and strikes the tower,
knocking a crown off the top. Within the tower a fire burns,
which cleanses and transforms. Two figures fall from the tower,
and they are tumbling headfirst. This shows us that this event
is completely out of their control.

The tower symbolizes our ambitions, while the ruby-stud-
ded crown represents the ego. In magickal traditions, rubies are
used to intensify awareness, The lightning bolt in this scene
represents that there is now a flash of insight, and the bright
light of truth will illuminate any questionable situation. Blocks
are being removed, and negative energy is finally being broken
through. Transformation is occurring; reevaluation is necessary
at this time. You are being forced out of your comfortable little

world ... now you will have to deal with the aftermath.

Meanings
The Tower card is all about a shocking revelation or an event
that forever changes the way you see yourself and the people
around you. This is not necessarily a negative thing. Now that
all of that built-up pressure has been released from the tower,
the fire inside will both cleanse and transform it. Shocking
secrets are uncovered; you may take a blow to the ego, but you
will survive your tumble. Change is coming, and it’s going to be
.dramatic. The spiritual blocks or obstacles you once faced are
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now removed. What you learn will end up being helpful in the

long run.

Keywords: Change of plans, revelation of secrets.
Upheaval. A blow to the ego. Situations coming to a
head. Reevaluation. Dramatic change. The removal of
blocks in your spiritual path.

Deity Associations: Mars, Thor, Zeus.
Astrological Association: Mars.

Reversed: Arguments, trauma, frustration, destruction.
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XVII « The Star




he Star Goddess stands nude at the water’s edge. One of

her feet is on land, while the other is in the water. Her

arms are held out over both the water and the land. She
holds simple pottery jugs in each hand. One stream of water
flows down to the earth, representing physical healing, while
the water from the other jug flows back into the pool of water,
symbolizing spiritual healing. A large star shines in the night-
time sky, surrounded by seven smaller stars. Each star has eight
rays shimmering out from it. The eight-rayed star is a symbal of
healing, and it is an emblem of the goddess Venus, whom the
evening star was named after. The glowing stars depicted in this
card remind you to follow your dreams, to work with the quiet
tides and energies of the stars, and that wishes will be fulfilled
at this time. Around the Star Goddess and on the banks grow
blue forget-me-nots. The forget-me-not flowers, also sacred to
the goddess Venus, represent hope and love.

Not unlike the Temperance card, the Star Goddess is work-
ing between the worlds in this depiction. To be “between” is
one of the most magickal of places. The sacred ibis bird stand-
ing on the log at the shore represents Thoth, an Egyptian god of
divine wisdom and science. Thoth was the inventor of astron-

omy and was considered patron to the art of magick.

Meanings
The Star is a card of hope, inner peace, creativity, and healing.
When this beautiful, tranquil card turns up in a reading, it is
a sign that physical and emotional healing is on the way. Have
hope, follow your dreams, and your wishes will be granted.
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This card speaks of inspiration; your creativity will flow better
than ever before. Let it fill you up, and see where it leads you.
The Star illustrates a softer, gentler magick and indicates that
vou will be working successfully with your intuitive gifts. Also,
astrological timing is imperative to any magick performed at

this time,

Keywords: Healing, inspiration, intuition, renewal.
Hope, peace, wishes granted. Astrological magick.
Wisdom. Creativiry is flowing.

Deity Associations: Star Goddess, Astrea, Venus, lsis,
Ishtar, Muit, Thoth.

Astrological Association: Aquarius.

Reversed: Pessimism, delay, doubt, spiritual blocks.
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XVIII « The Moon




ecate the Crone stands at the foggy crossroads, hold-

ing a torch aloft. Her silver hair flows out on a breeze;

around her throat she wears a Hecate's Wheel pen-
dant. At her waist hang three skeleton keys and a pentagram.
Hecate Trivia, “the goddess of the three ways” or the goddess
of the crossroads, held sway over the earth, the sky, and the
sea. She could appear in any number of guises—as a beautiful
maiden, a matron, or as the crone and guide, as she is depicted
here. A crone is a woman of power—a woman who has acquired
great knowledge in her lifetime, who walks with wisdom, and
who wears her years beautifully.

Hecate's trio of companion wolves represent the wilder
aspects of ourselves. Hecate was always accompanied by
canines, both wild and domestic. The two willow trees in the
background are sacred to Hecate, and the willow corresponds
both with the element of water and with lunar magick.

Hecate shows us that there is more to be seen than we
would first imagine, such as a crone who is beautiful instead of
haggard and wizened. Magick is everywhere, even in the most
unsuspecting of places. Look carefully now—what will Hecate
and the light of the moon reveal to you?

Meanings
This is the card of the Crone Goddess, waning moon magick,
intuition, and illusions. It may also represent a development of
psychic powers. When this card appears in a reading, it reveals
that people and situations are not always as they appear. The
moonlight can be deceptive. What looks one way during the
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day may appear completely different under the shifting light of
the moon. You need to look carefully at what you think you see.
Call on your guides, totems, and Hecate to see past the fog and
to recognize the truth. Use your psychic gifts and trust your
intuition., Work magick with Hecate now to see through any
illusions and for the gifts of foresight, wisdom, and protection.

Keywords: The Crone aspect of the Goddess. Waning
moon magick. Protection magick. Seeing through
what others would keep hidden. Intuition and the

development of psychic powers. Wisdom gained
through years of life experiences.

Deity Associations: The Crone, Hecate Trevia, Hekate.
Astrological Association: Pisces,

Reversed: Confusion, deception, deceit, anxiety, fear.
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XIX « The Sun




young blond boy is riding a white horse through a field

of gorgeous sunflowers. Above him, in a summer blue

sky, white clouds are illuminated by the brilliant sun
that radiates down. It is the height of the growing season and a
day of power: the summer solstice. The little boy portrayed in
the card is sweet, smiling, happy, and having an adventure. He
embodies excitement, enthusiasm, and joy. If you listen care-
fully, you will hear him call you to come join him on his adven-
ture. He is the divine sun child.

Sunflowers naturally turn to face the sun during the day, and
in the language of flowers the sunflower symbolizes fame, suc-
cess, and esteem. The white horse stands for movement and
progress. In many mythologies a white horse represents the
dawn, life, light, and illumination. Also, white horses are linked
to magick and the Faery realms. The white horse, the blond
child, and the sunflowers are all recognized as classic solar
symbols. This happy Major Arcana card is also associated with
personal power and the celebration of the equinoxes and the

solstices.

Meanings
This is one of the most fortuitous cards in the tarot deck. The
Sun is a card of good omens, good luck, achievement, creativ-
ity, and breakthroughs. Dance under the light of the sun and
work some solar magick. Success is yours; expect happier
times, good health, energy, and vitality. Spiritual wholeness has
been achieved. You will enjoy good times with dear friends, and

magickal events and celebrations are coming your way. Personal
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power is at its peak. Focus that charisma and see where it takes
you. Things are working in your favor, so hang on tight and

enjoy the ride!

Keywords: Achievement, personal power, good times,
happy events. Friendship, vitality, joy, enthusiasm.
Fame, growth, success, happiness. Solar magick. The

solstices and the equinoxes.

Deity Assoctations: The Sun Child, Apollo, Brigid,

Helios, Sunna.
Astrological Association: Sun.

Reversed: Needing to come back to reality. Competition.
The demands of being in the public eye.
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XX + Karma




hree people have joined hands and are raising them

in celebration as they look up at the totality of a solar

eclipse. They are a family unit: a woman, a man in the
center, and their child. The family has gathered for a celebra-
tion of the eclipse, They stand before a magick circle where
torches help to light their ceremonial area. The trio wear ritual
robes with purple sashes. Purple is powerful and it is both a
spiritual and an intuitive color—a good choice for this card. In
the distance are a green field and mountains. Those mountains
are a classic symbol for this card and are believed to represent
abstract thoughts. The light is strange, as, with the eclipse
occurring, it is both day and night.

The eclipse reminds us that forces greater than yourself are
at work here. The full solar eclipse traditionally indicates mira-
cles and magick, and it is an enchanting reminder that deity is
at work in your everyday life. Everything happens for a reason.
MNow you must come to terms with your past experiences, Ask
yourself what lessons you have learned from them. This way,
you can gracefully proceed with a greater understanding.

Meanings
The Karma card shows us that cycles and change have to be
respected and that everything happens for a reason. Honor the
changes in your life and grow with them. There are spiritual
forces at work. It is time for you to make an important decision.
Your destiny will be shaped by the choices you make today;
keep in mind that the karma to follow will be of your own mak-
ing. So be aware of both your actions and your magick on a
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spiritual level. Karma always has its way. Work consciously to

create a positive transformation.

Keywords: Making a positive change for your future
reality. Renewal, deeper spiritual and magickal
awareness, karma and destiny. Reflection on past

events. Results of your past actions.
Deity Association: Horus.
Astrological Association: Pluto.

Reversed: Bad judgment, regret. Feeling the unfortunate
consequences of the magickal rule of three. What goes

around comes around.
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XXI + The World




he World card symbolizes the end of the Fool's trav-

els and is a culmination of all the cards before it. He

has worked his way through the mysteries of the Major
Arcana and has found completion. The Fool is shown in the
upper lefi-hand corner. He is older and wiser now that he has
completed his magickal journey. In the other three corners
of the World card we have representations of the gifts he has
acquired while on his expedition. In the upper right-hand cor-
ner, a golden eagle soars through the sky. The eagle stands for
the gifts of intelligence, courage, and confidence. In the lower
right, we see an adult male lion. The lion signifies the gifts of
strength, passion, and rebirth that the Fool has now obtained.
In the lower left-hand corner is a powerful stag. The stag sym-
bolizes pride, poise, and integrity. Qur wiser and older Fool can
now easily put to use all of these skills both in his magick and
in his daily life.

The Green Man in the center of the World card smiles out
at us with foliage surrounding his face and branches crowning
him. The branches coming from the top of the Green Man are
a nod to the antlers of the horned god of nature. For Witches,
the Green Man is a beautiful and evocative representation, or
archetype, of the awesome powers and magick of the natural
world. It is a perfect representation for the final card of the
Major Arcana, as the Green Man and the World card are both
symbols of renaissance, rebirth, and regeneration.
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Meanings

When this card appears in a reading, it is a sign that spiritual
lessons have been mastered. There is a sense of freedom and
harmony to be enjoyed. Newly acquired knowledge, strength,
and even spiritual understanding will now be put to good use.
It may also symbolize successful completion of a project, a per-
sonal renaissance, or even strong and healthy spiritual connec-
tions between people and/or coven members.

Keywords: Rebirth, wholeness, completion, joy. Victory
and achievement. A journey's successful end. The
magick and wonder of the natural world. Spiritual
connections between people and/or coven members,

Deity Associations: The Green Man, Gaia.
Astrological Association: Saturn.

Reversed: Delayed completion of a project. Recurring
problems. Turning your back on the magick of the
natural world.
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The Minor Arcana

In the tarot, as in magic,
the four emblems stand for
the world itself and for human nature ...

RacHEL PoLLack

The Minor Arcana consists of four different suits: cups, swords,
wands, and pentacles. Each of these suits aligns with one of the
four natural elements. Many tarot readers forget that the suits
are, in fact, based upon the four elements. In this deck the ele-
ments are prevalent and affect the situation in each card.

In the Minor Arcana and within each of the four suits there
are two different sets of cards. To begin, we have “the pips,” or
numbered cards, the ace through ten. The second set of cards
in the Minor Arcana are the court cards—these being the page,
the knight, the queen, and the king. In the Witches Tarot deck,
each of the court cards has an enchanting personal message,
challenge, or lesson for you, so read them carefully.

The suits of wands and swords are considered to have mas-
culine energies assigned to their respective elemental rulers of
fire and air. These suits are considered active, while the suits of
cups and pentacles are feminine. The water and earth suits are

passive.



It is also interesting to note thar, in readings, the suits of
pentacles (earth) and wands (fire) represent physical activities,
while the suits of cups (water) and swords (air) symbolize the
emotions that are being felt. The different elements character-
ize not only different experiences but also very different ways of
approaching the challenges in vour life.

Modern tarot decks based on the Rider-Waite-5mith deck fol-
low the Golden Dawn standard, as does this deck, That is to say,
they assign the element of air to the swords and the element of
fire to the wands. While it may seem reversed to modern-day
Witches, this is classic imagery. For this deck I wanted the card
images to have a witchy flair, with images and meanings that are
easily recognizable to avoid confusion. This way, the card reader
will be able to easily flow with their readings,

While doing a reading, it is distracting to have to pause, look
at a card, and wonder, “Wait a minute—what card is that?" Or,
worse, to have to waste time or ruin the flow of the reading
while you search your memory for a more familiar or classic
image of a card, and then transpose the definition onto the deck
you are currently using.

In closing, the Minor Arcana—both pip and court cards—
shows us the everyday, ordinary situations and personalities
that we deal with and face in our lives. The Minor Arcana cards
bring meaning to events and clarity to the challenges we face,

and provide illumination to the common questions we ask.
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Cups
Life's enchanted cup sparkles near the brim.

Lorp Byrow

The suit of cups symbolizes the element of water and all the
magickal associations that flow from this element, such as
psvchic abilities, love, and emotion. Cups cards flow down a
path to understanding through love, inspiration, and imagi-
nation. This suit illustrates the power of emotions, friend-
ship, family, romance, and relationships. It explores how we
are connected to each other. The element of water, in all its
many forms, is celebrated in this suit—from misty, rainy skies
to ponds, fountains, calm lakes, rivers and streams, waterfalls,
gorgeous beaches, and moody oceans. Plus we'll meet a few of
the magickal creatures who dwell there. The elemental beings
associated with cups and water are the mermaids, and they do
make an appearance in this suit. Some of the creatures aligned
with the element of water are also depicted in the suit of cups—
lock for dolphins and a fish with a secret.

There are also plants, trees, flowers, and their respective
magick incorporated in the card images. The flowers shown in
the cups suit are associated with the element of water, such as
foxgloves, water lilies, iris, violets, pansies, and roses. There
is also a lunar pumpkin and a willow tree, both associated
with the element of water as well. Each of their messages is
explained in the individual meanings of their cards.

The suit of cups is aligned to people born under a watery
zodiat sign: Cancer, Scorpio, and Pisces. Physically the court
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cards of the cups suit represent people who have light brown to
blond hair and blue or green eyes. In addition, individuals who
are drawn to the cups suit may be romantic, sensitive, psychic,
and very empathic, and they may let their emotions lead the
way. They are the dreamers and the mystics of the world.
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Rce of Cups




he Ace of Cups floats on the surface of a shimmering

lake at dawn. The silver cup with a stylized scallop

design is surrounded by blooming pink water lilies and
green lily pads. The cup is overflowing with water all on its
own, and there are four streams of water—one for each direc-
tion and element—spilling over the edge of the silver cup and
back down inte the lake, returning the water to its source. In
the background the sun rises over the brim of the cup, signal-
ing the birth of a new day. The feminine element of water is
the focus of this card. The cup, or chalice, is a time-honored
symbol of the Divine Feminine. The cup is thought of as the
womb from which all life flows. This particular ace is an auspi-
cious card for personal relationships, as this suit is aligned with
love and emotions. The Ace of Cups also symbolizes opportuni-
ties thar come out of the blue and emotional growth and the
gifts that come with it. The Ace of Cups tells us that the time
is now for new and creative projects, divine inspiration, a new

romance, a new life, and fresh starts.

Meanings
The Ace of Cups is the most potent and pure form of the femi-
nine element of water. When the Ace of Cups appears in a read-
ing, it proclaims birth, growth, love, and clairvoyance. This card
often appears when a pregnancy is about to be announced or
confirmed. However, there is more to the Ace of Cups than just
physical birth. It does symbolize a wedding, a happy marriage, a
healthy relationship, and a loving family. It may also be a sym-
bol for emotional growth and healing. Remember, too, that the
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element of water is associated with psychic powers, creativity,
imagination, and spiritual and emetional fulfillment. Gaze into
the surface of that overflowing silver cup...what new, enchant-
ing things are about to be birthed into your world?

Keywords: Births, weddings, happy news and
celebrations. Romance and relationships. An emotional
beginning. Psychic powers, creativity, and healing. The
element of water.

Reversed: Selfishness. Your ego is getting in the way of

YOour sUccess.
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Two of Cups




man and woman stand before a beauriful, calm, and

sparkling lake. They are facing each other and are smil-

ing and happy. The woman's gown is ocean blue and
has long, flowing sleeves. The man's clothes are watery shades
of blue and green in a nod to the ruling element of water that
the cups card represents. With their front hands they are each
holding out a silver cup and toasting each other. Their back
hands are bound together at the wrists with a golden cord, sym-
bolizing that they are handfasted. Where the rim of the silver
cups touch, there is a bright, glowing light radiating out.

Both the man and woman have a chaplet, or wreath, of
flowers in their hair, made of violets, white roses, white and
purple pansies, and deep green ivy. The violets are sacred to
the goddess Venus, and these flowers speak of a faithful lover.
The white roses in the couple’s chaplets symbolize new begin-
nings and true love. The cheerful pansies tell us that the couple
shares loving thoughts, and the ivy represents the fidelity of

marriage vows held sacred.

Meanings
The Two of Cups represents relationships specifically between
two people. This card symbolizes balance and equality. Here
is a magickal union that binds together heart, body, and soul
in the best possible way. When this card sails into a reading,
it symbolizes romance, an engagement, or a happy marriage
or romantic relationship. This card may also be a sign of an
upcoming wedding or handfasting ceremony, depending on the
cards thar fall around it, such as the Four of Wands. The Two
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Three of Cups




coven of three women are grouped together and facing

each other. Each woman helds up a silver cup as if they

are celebrating and toasting their group's success. To
further reinforce the element of water and its magick, we see
a flowing waterfall and stream in the background. The women
are wearing flowing, colorful gowns with mystical symbeols on
them, and their magickal silver jewelry sparkles in the sunlight
as they appear to be quietly celebrating a sabbat, perhaps Mid-
summer, in the garden.

The trinity of women are surrounded by many different kinds
of magickal flowers. Each of the flowers in this card are associ-
ated with the element of water. The tall, rosy-purple foxgloves
represent Faery magick and protection. The irises whisper of
magickal messages and the communication that flows between
the coven members. The pansies, also known as heart’s ease,
show that they all think kindly of each other, while the violets
are blessings from the Goddess and the faeries. Finally, the pink
roses announce a real and lasting friendship. This card illus-
trates the power of three, and there are three trinities in the
card: the three women, the three cups, and the three tall spires
of the magickal foxglove plant.

Meanings
When this card flows into a reading, it is a reminder of the
bonds of magick and friendship, and it is an illustration of
the power of three. Your magick is manifesting at this time,
whether you have cast your spells as a solitary or with your
beloved friends and members of your coven. Magick is all
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around—and it is working. Expect growth, success, and creativ-
ity. Your goals are coming to fruition. This card represents a
magickal friendship that brings delight and enchantment into
your life. It may also indicate spiritual or psychic growth, gain-
ing a new degree in your coven, or advancing in your course of
magickal srudies,

Keywords: A happy occasion. A gathering of friends,
family, or coven members to celebrate. The power of
three and the magick of manifestation, Observing the
sabbats, sharing experiences. Magickal advancement,
psychic growth, the bonds of a healthy magickal
friendship. Growth, success, creativity.

Reversed: Self-centeredness. Strife within the coven.
Your magick has come up against roadblocks.
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Four of Cups




young boy sits on the banks of a lagoon, sulking

beneath a weeping willow tree. A waterfall is in the

background. While it may be a beautiful day, with
blue skies and puffy clouds, the boy’s arms are crossed over
his chest and his head is down. In front of him sit three silver
cups, and he seems to be brooding about them. Off to the boy's
side, a blue-eyed mermaid with platinum-blond hair is hold-
ing a fourth cup, and she is lying out in the surf. The pearls
in her hair and around her wrist are associated with the lunar
and feminine energies, and they represent dreams of what yet
may be. The elemental mermaid is fair, whereas the boy is
dark, and they are a contrast—however, they have very similar
expressions. Perhaps she is mimicking the boy's expression in
the hopes of teasing a smile out of him? The mermaid waves
her gorgeous blue- and green-striped tail up and behind her,
patiently waiting for the boy to look up and see the opportuni-
ties within his reach—to accept the help that she is trying to
offer him. The willow tree in this card is associated with the
moon and the element of water. In the language of flowers, the

willow represents patience.

Meanings
This card illustrates boredom and feeling stuck in a rut or dis-
satisfied with your life. However, adventure, change, and assis-
tance are being presented to you—you just need to open up
your eyes to discover and perceive those new, enchanting pos-
sibilities. Help is coming from an unexpected place. Snap out
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of it! Be thankful for the blessings in your life and reevaluate

where you currently stand.

Keywards: Snap out of the funk you are in! Change,
adventure, and opportunity await you. Quit moping
and do something positive. Assistance is coming from

an unexpected place.

Reversed: Self-pity, self-indulgence, depression.
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Five of Cups




beautiful elemental creature, a mermaid, is on the

shore, sitting on rocks. She is moody, dangerous,

intense, and clearly bored with her world. Her hair and
scales are a deep, intense, shimmery turquoise color. The sea
seems to be taking on the temperament of the mermaid and
is also a cloudy and dark blue-green. The surf is hitting the
rocks behind her, showing her turbulent mood, and around the
mermaid is a collection of her treasures from the sea. The gold
coins are unnoticed, and her lunar crown of pearls brings her
no joy. There are five silver cups in front of her, and while two
of the cups are upright, three have tipped over and are spilling
water out and back into the sea. The mermaid looks unhappy,
as if her treasures no longer bring her pleasure. Like the classic
folktale of the mermaid who longs to be on land and leave her
watery kingdom behind, this mermaid has turned her back on
the sea and is longing for something she cannot have.

Meanings
This card symbolizes dissatisfaction, being pessimistic, and
yearning for something you can never have, Out of the five sil-
ver cups that are presented in this card, two of the cups are
still full. It is interesting to note that most people only notice
that three of the cups have spilled their contents out. When
this card washes up in a reading, it is a warning that boredom,
minor disappointment, and moodiness are taking over your life,
You are wanting what you cannot have or things that will not be
goébd for you in the long run. It may feel awful at the moment,
and things you once delighted in may seem uninteresting to
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you now, but it’s time to stop being melodramatic and to look
around yourself carefully. You still have options and opportuni-
ties. Tap into the element of water, wash away your doldrums,
and find solace and peace.

Keywords: Dissatisfaction, disappointment, moping,
moodiness, melodrama. Wanting things you cannot
have or that will not be beneficial in the long run.
Allow the element of water to wash away your

doldrums.

Reversed: Loss, remorse, minor depression, sadness.
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Six of Cups




wo adorable blond children, a brother and sister, sit hap-

pily in the green grass and clover on a bright summer

afternoon. They have arranged Sweet William flowers in
six silver cups. Both of the children wear a watery shade of blue,
and their clothes are practical and sturdy for playing outside. A
pump bubbles out water to drink, should the children wish for
it, and a quiet, shallow stream flows gently through the land-
scape. The little stream is deep enough to splash in and safe
for the children to play by. Peaceful blue skies and a thatched
cottage can be seen in the background. This is a simple time of
tranquility, enchantment, and innocence. The siblings are creat-
ing happy memories while they play together. Life is uncompli-
cated, and children are very close to magick. Magick is never
questioned by children... it simply is. In this card, imagination
rules their world. The memories they are making are joyful and
sweet. In the language of flowers, the Sweet William blossoms
represent childhood and sweet memories.

Meanings
This eard symbolizes happy memories from your childhood, old
friends and family, and your past. It can indicate reunions—a
surprise visit from a family member or classmate whom you
may not have seen in years, a forgotten friend from your old
stomping grounds, a former coven member who moved away,
or a childhood sweetheart who may be making a return appear-
ance in your life, The Six of Cups card may also be a notice that
vou need to adopt a more childlike type of wonder for the world
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around you. Let your imagination guide you into a new, creative
project. Believe in magick again.

Keywords: Happy memories, old friends, childhood,
farnily and school reunions. Let your imagination soar.
Believe in magick again.

Reversed: Unhappy memories. Feeling sad over an ended
relationship. Losing your joy in magick.
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Seven of Cups




rranged on a bank of clouds are seven silver cups.

Inside of each cup there is something wonderful,

magickal, and different. A white-haired and bearded
wizard with half-moon glasses is in the foreground. He wears
flowing, watery blue robes with magickal symbols embroidered
upon them. The wizard has on a tall, pointed hat, and he ges-
tures with an open hand to you as if encouraging you to reach
out and choose one of the seven silver cups. The wizard is offer-
ing you a choice. All of these choices are equally wonderful, and
they all represent something different. One cup holds a tiny
winged red dragon. The topmost cup has a small black kitten
sitting inside of the cup. The third cup holds a tiny fairy-tale
castle, and a fourth cup has a little rainbow shining out. A fifth
cup holds jewels and gold coins, while a sixth cup has a tiny
mermaid lounging inside. The seventh and final cup has a mon-

arch butterfly emerging from it.

Meanings
Many wonderful choices lie before you. This is the card of
precognitive dreams, symbols, and signs. Take a moment and
choose one of the seven cups; now read along and see what it
tells you about yourself. The red dragon represents the power
of transformation and the element of fire; what sort of passion
and power can you manifest in your world? The black kitten
grants you the opportunity to work more closely with the ani-
mal kingdom and to find your own magickal familiar. The third
cup’s fairy-tale castle offers you the chance of stability, comfort,
and the magick of hearth and home. The fourth cup shows you
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a rainbow—time to work on your communication skills and see
what messages await you on Iris's magickal rainbow from the
Temperance card. The fifth card holds jewels and gold coins,
inviting you to dig in and work magick with the element of
earth; focus on crystals, stones, minerals, and metals. The sixth
card has a tiny mermaid who invites you deeper into the realm
of the element of water; embrace your psychic gifts and emo-
tions and see where they lead you. The final cup with the but-
terfly beckons you to the element of air. Sharpen your intellect,
hone your instincts, and pay attention to your intuition. What
sort of new knowledge will the element of air blow into your

world?

Keywords: Choice. Many wonderful options lie before
you—choose one of these cups and their lessons for

yourself,

Reversed: Don't be fooled into making a decision
for another; they will come to resent you for it.
Indecisiveness, fantasy, illusion.
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Cight of Cups




n the foreground are eight silver cups all stacked and bal-

anced neatly in rows and sitting on the shoreline. Behind

the eight cups, we see a young woman in a blue traveler's
cloak with a sprig of blooming sweet peas tucked in her hair.
The young woman is walking away from the cups, leaving them
behind, and she is traveling at the water’s edge. That she is
walking in an in-between place is significant here. She is at the
boundary of one realm and the next, namely the earth and sea.
An unseen breeze blows/ruffles her cape a bit behind her. A
crescent moon shines down from a nighttime sky where eight
tiny stars twinkle. There are high cliffs in the distance, but the
traveler keeps her eyes on the horizon, She has chosen to aban-
don things that are no longer necessary or are detrimental. As
she travels down the beach, a dolphin spyhops out to see her.
The dolphin was considered to be a messenger by the ancient
Greeks. He appears in this card as if he is checking on the wom-
an's progress. The young woman is moving on and moving for-
ward. The blossoms in her hair are symbolic; in the language of
flowers, pink sweet peas symbolize departure,

Meanings
This card symbolizes the need to move on in your life. The
need to move forward might be a physical relocation such as
moving for a job or moving to a new home, or this may be an
emotional shift. Either way, the message of the Eight of Cups
should be honored. If your move is emotional, then set some
healthy boundaries. Put the past behind you and go forward
with determination to a better, happier, and healthier place. If
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you are physically moving, then go forward and enjoy the posi-

tive changes in your life.

Keywords: Moving on with your life, leaving the past
behind you, setting healthy boundaries.

Reversed: Abandoning success, risk of making a bad
decision.
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Nine of Cups
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ine silver cups are arranged in an arc across a cov-

ered banquet table. Behind the table, a pretty woman

wearing a bright blue and green gown stands, smiling
contentedly and pouring wine into one of the nine cups as if
to welcome you to the feast. The hostess has mystical peacock
feathers and a blue flower in her hair, and a necklace with nine
stones around her throat. The tablecloth is pale aqua blue, and
there are starfish and shells worked into the cloth's design for
a visual link to the element of water. An arrangement of pine-
apples, grapes, apples, and a pumpkin are displayed artfully on
the table as if a celebration is about to occur. The pineapple is a
classic symbol of hospitality. The pumpkin, apples, and grapes
speak of the bounty of the harvest season, and the pumpkin
is associated with the moon and the element of water, In the
background, a cauldron—a eclassic symbol of the Goddess—is

simmering over a hearth fire.

Meanings
When the Nine of Cups turns up in a reading, expect that
your social calendar will be filling up. This is the “hospitality”
card. It also symbolizes welcome and confirms that you will be
hosting an event or party for family and friends. If it appears
in a reading with the Four of Wands, then expect to be very
busy with social plans for the next few months. The Nine of
Cups announces that you may find yourself hosting a sabbat
or esbat celebration for your coven. This card can also repre-
sent community gatherings. Don't be surprised if you become
involved in the organization and running of the sabbat celebra-

THE MINOR ARCAMA
= T

108



tion or community event. Enjoy the preparations and plans, and
do not stress over them. Furthermore, this particular card is
sometimes referred to as “the wish card.” A wish is about to

be granted.

Keywords: Hospitality, community, graciousness.
Gatherings, festivals. & wish will be granted. Enjoyable

celebrations with family, coven, and friends.

Reversed: Smugness, false pride. You are not as popular
as you think you are, Unfriendliness.
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Ten of Cups




blond man and a brown-haired woman stand on the
banks of a winding river. Arm in arm, they look up at
the blue sky, where a vibrant rainbow shines above the
family. Within the rainbow are ten silver cups, Each parent has
one arm raised as if in celebration. While they embrace, their
three young children happily dance, holding hands in a circle,
beside them. The children add energy and excitement to this
card. While the parents are celebrating quietly, the children,
on the other hand, are spinning in a circle, their joy too much
to contain. The children need to laugh, to move, and to dance
through the flowers.
Pink verbena grows prettily in the surrounding meadow and
at the family's feet. In the distance, green willow trees and a
pretry cottage on a hill can be seen. The river in this card is
a symbol of the happy emotions that flow through this scene,
The pretty cottage on the hill is an obvious symbol of a joyful
home. The willow tree is associated with goddess magick and
the element of water. Finally, in the language of flowers, the
pink verbena means a happy family bond.

Meanings
When the Ten of Cups shimmers into a reading, it is a positive
omen. This is the card of the happy family and good marriage
or stable relationship. This card also symbolizes the bond of
friendship, the fellowship of community, or the emotional ties
that form in a happy and close coven. Naturally, work and care
are required to maintain these good relationships, but a posi-
tive and happy outcome will be achieved. Celebrate the loving
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relationships that you have in your life. Friends and family are
precious; cherish them.

Keywords: Love, imagination, fulfillment. Joy, good
humeor, happy family. Good home life, comfort and joy.
Friendship, happy coven, being a part of the magickal
Community.

Reversed: Dissatisfacdon, not seeing the magick or the
joy within your life. Feeling like an outsider in your
family or coven. Being used as a scapegoat.
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Page of Cups




e Page of Cups is shown here as a young teen on the
brink of womanhood. The page is full of optimism and
curiosity, and good humeor lights up her hazel eyes.

Her golden-brown hair is partially gathered back with a sea-
shell headband, while her pale aqua dress and silver starfish
earrings show her to be linked to the element of water, Around
her throat is a necklace of simple sea glass. The Page of Cups
holds a silver cup out before her in both hands. Inside the cup,
a blue fish has appeared and is whispering secrets to her. The
fish is inviting the page to look within to embrace the element
of water and to explore her intuitive, magickal, and psychic tal-
ents. Behind the Page of Cups we see bright blue skies and the
ocean. Surrounding the page a playful, sparkling wave with a
crescent-moon shape is seen. This is another nod towards the
ferminine powers of the moon and its pull over the ocean tides
and its power over us all. The page is not worried about the
wave—she welcomes its playful splashing. After all, it's all part
of the learning process. She is ready to dive in and begin her
studies. The Page of Cup’s adventures and the journey on her
new magickal path have only just begun.

Meanings
When the Page of Cups splashes into a reading, you are being
put on notice that new intuitive talents are about to emerge.
Take this time to explore your gifts. Immerse yourself in the
exploration of your intuition, empathy, clairvoyance, and other
psychic talents. This court card may also symbolize a student
just beginning their studies in the magickal arts. Embrace the
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fun of discovery, and put some joy back into your craft. As with
all court cards, the page can represent an actual person. Typi-
cally, this will be a youth with blond or brown hair and blue,
light hazel, or green eyes.

The message of the Page of Cups is to explore your magickal
and psychic talents. Don't forget that magick is a joyous thing!

Keywords: Imagination. A student beginning magickal
or psychic studies, discovering new psychic or magickal
talents, embracing hope, and rediscovering the joy of

your craft.

Associated Elements: Water and earth. Water is the suit
of cups' related natural element, while all four pages

are associated with the practical element of earth.

Reversed: Ignoring your intuition and psychic gifts.
Refusing to commit to your magickal studies.
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Knight of Cups




he handsome Knight of Cups is riding leisurely across

a green field. A castle can be seen off in the distance,

and clouds billow up in the background. Riding a beau-
tiful gray horse, the knight follows a shimmering river towards
that castle, The fair knight looks into a silver cup that he holds
with a dreamy expression, as if he is seeing something reflected
within. The cup held by the knight in this card can be thought
of as the Grail, a traditional symbol of the Divine Feminine.

While the Knight of Cups has no sword showing, he still
wears silver armor with a beautiful, flowing blue cape. This
knight is elegant, not warlike. To further link him to the ele-
ment of water, there is a wave motif on the trim of his horse’s
bridle. The two-tailed heraldic mermaids embroidered into the
design of his cloak symbolize eloquence, loyalty, and truth. The
mermaid is Melusine, an elemental spirit of springs and riv-
ers. The Knight of Cups can be moody and passionate, but he
always follows his heart. He is a symbal of courtly love and
honor.

This knight could take you along on his quest—how do you
think it will go? He may sweep you up into a romantic adven-
ture or be your friend and ally accompanying you on a trip or a
spiritual journey.

Meanings
A romantic and intuitive young man with blond hair and green
or blue eyes will arrive soon. This court card often represents
a sensitive, gallant, and chivalrous man. He is perceptive,
empathic, and maybe a little reserved. He carefully protects his
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feelings, which is illustrated by the armor. The Knight of Cups
characterizes someone who is faithful and true, who believes
in magick, chivalry, and honor. They are the best friend a per-
son could hope for, and they will probably love once and love
deeply. This card often turns up when there is about to be a
proposition or tryst. This card also symbolizes movement and
travel or a kind or chivalrous act. Expect romance, visions of
what is to come, magick, and new, creative opportunities.

The challenge of the Knight of Cups is this: will you scry
within the surface of the cup to see what will be or look for a
vision of your future lover? Flow with the element of water, and

seek your mystical answer.

Keywords: A romantic young man. Romance, a
proposition or a tryst. A chivalrous act, integration of
the Divine Feminine, dreams, a quest, movement and
travel.

Associated Elements: Water and fire. Water is the suit
of cups’ related natural element, while all four of the

knights are associated with the energetic element of

fire.
Astrological Association: Pisces.

Reversed: An unfaithful man. Vanity, deception. A
womanizer, a sycophant.
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Queen of Cups




he enchanting Queen of Cups sits on a shell and coral

throne at the ocean’s edge. A playful ocean breeze

makes her platinum blond hair flutter back from her
tranquil, beautiful face. The gentle waves in the background
and gorgeous puffy clouds and blue skies set the tone for her
calm and peaceful state of mind. The Queen of Cups is mysti-
cal and serene. She wears a pearl-encrusted silver crown with
seven points on it, representing the seven seas. Her gown is a
deep royal blue with a shell and water design and trimmed in
pearls and silver. The queen holds the silver cup in both of her
hands and is raising it up to eye level as if she is scrying upon
the surface of the liquid within the cup.

A royal, rich necklace of sapphires, silver, and pearls is
around the queen's throat. The pearls are linked to the ele-
ment of water and prophetic dreams, and the silver is a recep-
tive metal. The sapphires are naturally linked to the element
of water, and their presence in the queen's silver crown and on
her necklace strengthens her psychic awareness and is associ-
ated with love and serenity. A small bouquet of wood violets,
white roses, and purple foxgloves lies in her lap. The flowers
in her lap correspond to the element of water. The white roses
symbolize loving emotions; the violets, faithfulness; and the
faxgloves are a magickal flower of protection. The white roses
scattered at her feet on the beach are left as an offering to the

seas from whence she gathers her elemental power.
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Meanings

This card represents a mature woman who is mystical,
empathic, sensual, loving, and emotional. She is a water-sign
woman, a loyal wife and mother, and a best friend. A natural
Witch, she loves nature, animals, and her children and partner
with equal intensity. This is a card that denotes a gifted psychic
and a woman of strong intuitive and magickal talents. Physi-
cally this card may represent a fair woman with blond hair and
blue or green eyes. This card has link to the High Priestess card
as well, since both are cards of female power and intuition.

When the Queen of Cups washes up into your readings,
remember that all psychic talents are affected by your emo-
tions. The message of the Queen of Cups is reflection. Calm
your emotions, and be loving and gentle. Allow the healing
and magick of the element of water to wash over you and bring

visions into your world.

Keywords: Serenity, love. A water-sign woman.
Dedication, a loving wife and mother. A natural Witch
or talented psychic. Reflection, emotional healing, the
gifts of clairvoyance and empathy.

Assoctated Elements: Water and water. Water is the suit
of cups’ related natural element, while all four of the
queens are also associated with the emotional element

of water.

Astrological Association: Cancer.
Reversed: Vanity. Living in a fantasy land and ignoring
the real world. Conceit, selfishness, a psychic vampire.
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King of Cups




he King of Cups is seated on his throne beside the sea.

To honor his element and the suit there are two-tailed

mermaids and cups worked into the throne’s design.
This elemental king wears regal, intricate robes in shades of
silver and royal blue, and he is cloaked in majestic purple. A
heraldic bright aqua-blue mermaid is embroidered on the chest
of his tunic, and silver waves decorate the hem of his robes. The
mermaid represents eloquence, loyalty, and truth. The king's
crown is made of gleaming silver, with sapphires and a styl-
ized starfish. He also wears a jeweled livery collar, or chain of
office, made of silver, blue sapphires, and pearls. The metals
and the stones are all linked to the element of water. The silver
is receptive. The blue sapphires enhance his psychic talents and
his ability to be loving and fair. The lunar pearls exemplify the
wonderful gems of the sea. Both of the king's arms rest on the
arms of the throne, showing that he is relaxed and in control of
his domain. In his right hand he holds a silver cup. In his left
hand is a scepter topped with a shell; we also see that this is a
married man, as he wears a wedding band on his left hand. The
king looks straight ahead as if he is carefully considering both
you and your request. The King of Cups is smiling kindly, and
his blond hair, moustache, and beard have just a touch of gray
in it, showing that he is older and wiser. In the background we
can see the ocean and dolphins joyfully leaping out of the water.

Meanings
A mature, wise man who is well versed in the Craft. This card
represents an individual who is artistic, intuitive, creative, and
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passionate. Physically he has dark blond to light brown hair
with a touch of gray, and blue or green eyes. He is a good friend,
a loving and attentive husband, and a devoted father. The King
of Cups gives good, solid advice when asked. This card can rep-
resent a quiet man who keeps his emotions to himself but who
can be moody. He is, however, deeply emotional, and he has a
tough outer shell to disguise a very soft and loving interior. He
often sees what most people would prefer to keep hidden. This
card represents an individual who is an excellent mediator, psy-
chically talented, and strong and fair.

The lesson from the King of Cups is that wisdom comes
from looking within. Temper your counsel of others with com-
passion and affection.

Keywords: A water-sign man. A married, mature man
well versed in the Craft. A loving husband and father,
a good friend, a wise counselor. A creative personality.
The gifts of intuition. Wisdom that comes from

experience.

Associated Elements: Water and air. Water is the suit
of cups’ related natural element, while all four of the
kings are associated with the wise and thoughtful

element of air.
Astrological Association: Scorpio.

Reversed: Difficulty expressing emotions. Dishonesty,
a domineering lover, a person taking unfair advantage

over another who is less experienced.
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Swords

Don’t leave home without your sword—your intellect.
Aran Moork

The suit of swords symbolizes the element of air and all the
magickal associations that float out from this element: wis-
dom, keen intellect, and truth. Swords cards point a clever
way down a path to understanding through cutting-edge ideas,
knowledge, discernment, and the powers of the mind. This suit
illustrates the power of darker emotions, mental activity, intel-
ligence, and prophecy. It develops the original spark of an idea
through communication,

The elemental being associated with air is the faerie, so if
you look closely at the swords cards, you will see a few winged
faeries fluttering in them. Winged creatures such as hawks, fal-
cons, songbirds, and dragonflies are also linked to the element
of air and will make their appearance in this suit. There is also
plant and flower magick incorporated in these card images. The
flowers shown are either aligned to the element of air—such
as lavender, mistletoe, and lily of the valley—or have specific
messages from the language of flowers that are pertinent to the
card,

In the swords suit, you will see intense landscapes. You will
find high mountains, windswept places, moonlit boudeirs, mid-
night forests, and misty castles off in the distance.

The suit of swords is classically associated with people born
under an airy zodiac sign: Gemini, Libra, and Aquarius. Physi-
cally the court cards of the swords suit represent people that
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have brown hair and gray, green, or hazel eyes. Furthermore,
individuals who are drawn to the swords suit tend to be ralk-
ative, social, and well read. These intense and intelligent people
let their thoughts and dreams lead the way. They are the clever
planners and shrewd organizers of the world.

THE MINOR ARCAMA
e

126



Ree of Swords




single silver sword hovers upright in mid-air and is the

main focus of the card. Just behind the sword a lone

red-tailed hawk flies through the air. A misty moun-
tain range can be seen off in the background. The sky is blue
with a hint of rosy, soft clouds, and dawn is just beginning to
break. The Ace of Swords is associated with the element of air,
as are mountains, windswept places, and raptors. The moun-
tains depicted in the Ace of Swords show us that though we
may face challenges, through endurance and perseverance we
can triumph. The hawk in the Ace of Swords is a messenger.
He invites us to move forward and to be open to new ideas and
to discover our personal power and our true purpose in life.
Success is obtainable; you need to reach out for it. This card
illustrates that spiritual awareness leads us beyond fantasy to a
real and lasting truth.

Meanings

The Ace of Swords is the most potent and pure form of the mas-
culine element of air. When the Ace of Swords flies into your
life, you are being put on notice that it is time to take action.
This is a card of intellect, heroism, victory, justice, achieve-
ment, new beginnings, and winning battles. Another of this
card's most important lessons is that now you have the chance
for a new way of thinking. Cut through the fantasy and embrace
what is. The truth hurts, but sometimes it can also heal and
make room for a new, improved reality. Success is attainable;
victory is near; go grab ahold of it with both hands!
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Keywords: Success, truth, awareness, victory.
Determination. Take action now. A clear perception
leads to spirit and a closer connection to deity. The
element of air.

Reversed: lllusion, confusion, cruelty, injustice. Get a
grip on yourself, and work on finding balance.
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Two of Swords




woman with straight brown hair and bangs sits on a

stone bench in front of a calm lake at twilight. Pretty

mountains are seen in the distance. A crescent moon
hangs low in the twilight sky. The woman is blindfolded and
her arms are crossed over her chest; her hands are at her shoul-
ders as if she is protecting her heart or closing herself off. She
wears a flowing gown of ivory with sky-blue trim. While she
is intense and on guard, she is no victim; she is keenly aware
of her surroundings. By wearing a blindfold she is calmly rely-
ing on her other heightened senses to alert her to danger. Her
sleeves are tightly fitted at the wrist, which keeps her hands
free for handling the swords. She is ready to strike our if nec-
essary. The woman is depicted at twilight because she is at an
in-between state. Her back is to the moon and to the water to
illustrate that she has turned away from her emotions, or at
least shut them down for a time. Small clumps of the herb lay-
ender grow on either side of the stone bench. In the language
of flowers lavender symbolizes distrust, which is appropriate
for this woman. Also, the herb lavender is associated with the
element of air and is very protective when grown in a Witch's
garden. Two faeries hover above the lavender, one on either side
of the woman. Interestingly, the faeries face the water... per-
haps they are helping to watch her back.

Meanings
When this card turns up in a reading, it is a warning that you
have blocked off your heart and emotions and are holding in
your feelings. You are literally refusing to see what is right in
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front of you. Your heart says one thing, while logic says another.
The water in this card represents your emotions and the repres-
sion of them. Just as the woman has turned her back on her
feelings, you need to be aware that vou are blocked and have
closed yourself off. You may think you have balance, but there
is no resolution. Take a careful lock at both sides of the situ-
ation. Consider your options: boundaries are a positive thing,
but do not shut yourself off from others. Be like the water and
the swords in this card—stay calm and reflect like the water
while you work through this, and be balanced like the swords
as you work for equilibrium and understanding.

Keywords: The heart and mind are not in agreement.
Putting up unhealthy boundaries, holding in your
true feelings, working for balance of heart and mind,

considering your options.

Reversed: Being forced to face your suppressed
emotions. Conflict, injustice, obstinacy.
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Three of Swords




large red heart is pierced by three swords. In the back-

ground a stormy sky and heavy rain clouds are seen.

Three faeries hover about, looking dejected. A faerie
couple embraces as if comforting each other, while the third
faerie flies away. Blue ageratum flowers are falling from the
rainy sky. While the heart is a symbol of love, truth, courage,
and ethics, the three swords piercing the heart in this card
sadly represent betrayal, heartbreak, and delay. The heavy, dark
rain clouds symbolize the stormy emotions and tears that are
present in your life at this time. In the language of flowers the
blue ageraturmn means delay. This particular card illustrates
the toughest times of heartbreak and the anguish of loss and
betrayal.

Meanings
When the Three of Swords is dealt in a reading, it causes a vis-
ceral reaction. This is a brutally tough card; there is no polite
or soft way to put it. When the Three of Swords turns up in a
reading, it is like a sucker punch to the stomach. It hurts. This
card, more than any other, illustrates the pain and loss that the
querent is experiencing at this time. What you need to under-
stand is that you will have to take the pain into your heart,
accept it, shed your tears, and then move beyond it. Once you
have accepted the pain and experienced the grief, then—and
only then—can you move forward. This card may also stand for
a delay to a project and plans or the painful karmic repercus-
sions that are experienced when a manipulative spell backfires

on the caster.
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Keywords: Delay, personal betrayal, loss. A time of
drama and tears. Sadness, conflict. A spell that has
backfired.

Reversed: Destruction, strife. The healing process is
blocked. Uniil you work through your grief, you will
not be able to move on.
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Four of Swords
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hazel-eyed woman in a yellow gown with purple trim

stands to one side of the scene. A breeze ruffles the

woman's long brown hair, and mountains can be seen
in the background. The feather motif on the trim of her yellow
gown indicates the element of air. To her right, three swords
are displayed, neatly resting upon a castle wall. The woman
looks a bit tired and holds the fourth sword point-down as if
she is looking for a place to set it down. In her right hand she
holds a few short branches of pussy willow. In the language of
flowers the pussy willow symbolizes recovery from illness, and
these are a reminder to rest and recover. The ivy growing on the
castle walls has the magickal association of healing. Amethysts
adorn the woman's elaborate headpiece, necklace, and belt.
This enchanting purple stone promotes restful sleep, healing,
and pleasant dreams. This card illustrates that while she is still
taking care of herself and presenting her best face by wearing
her lovely gown and beautiful jewels, the stress is starting to
show. She craves some peace and solitude,

Meanings
When the Four of Swords is dealt in a reading, it is a sign that
you need to take some personal downtime—a retreat or a day
off so you can recoup lost energy and find your strength again.
The querent may be feeling overwhelmed by demands and
stress. They may feel the need to get.away and to withdraw
from the hectic and daily grind of life. This card symbolizes that
you need to allow yourself time to recover from an illness. It
may also represent a need to step away from group magick for a
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bit. You may need to practice solitarily for a time. You will find
the sclutions to your magickal problems quietly and on your
own,

Keywords: Taking some downtime for yourself. Resting
and allowing yourself to fully recover from an illness.
Recouping lost energy. Working magick as a solitary for
a while, and finding your focus.

Reversed: Feeling that you have been banished from a
group. Rejection, exhaustion.
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Five of Swords




ive swords are fanned out across a beautiful bright blue

sky. Pearly white clouds are illuminated, and just beneath

the gathered points of the five swords is a gorgeous iri-
descent dragonfly, a symbol for the element of air, the Faery
realm, and illusion. Five faeries fly merrily around the swords,
uncaring of their sharp edges and any possible danger. But what
do you suppose is the most dangerous aspect of this card, the
sharp edges of the swords or the possible trickery of the fae?
This card shows that your pride was hurt, but it's not fatal; do
not overreact. You may feel embarrassed at the moment, but
most of what you are so humiliated about is an illusion. The
dragonfly represents a need to gain a new perspective and to
make a change. The faeries encourage you to learn to laugh at
yourself a bit, to see through others’ trickery, and to keep mov-
ing forward.

Meanings

When the Five of Swords appears in a reading, it is a signal
that the querent is feeling humiliated and embarrassed. This
is only a partial defeat, and they are still in control. Don't give
up! Shift things around and look for more possibilities. Allow
the element of air to bring some fresh air and a new perspec-
tive into your life. Heed the message of the dragonfly and see
through the illusions of others. Transform your life into some-
thing bright and wonderful.
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Keywords: Embarrassment, illusion, trickery. Learn to
laugh at yourself and keep going forward.

Reversed: Humiliation, carrying a grudge, conflict with a

domineering person.
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Six of Swords




young man sits in the back of a small wooden boat. His

muscular arms are bare. He wears a soft purple vest

and gray pants as he paddles his way across the water
towards a distant shore. In the distance, surrounding the lake,
you can see mountains. A breeze blows his brown hair back
from his face, and we can see just a bit of his right profile—the
man is content and concentrating upon his journey. To link this
card further to the element of air, there is a dragonfly motif
along the sides of the yellow boat. Inside the wooden boat are
six swords standing up, point down, and arranged neatly in
front of him. The swords are not damaging the boat; perhaps
they are plugging up the holes. These swords represent that
even though you carry your troubles and concerns with you,
you do not have to be weighed down by them. The blue skies
and clear horizon indicate that this is a good time for travel.

Meanings
Traditionally, when the Six of Swords sails into a reading, it
means travel over water, Today, it shows movement and prog-
ress of any kind. The querent may be planning a trip for plea-
sure or business. This card signifies that it is a good time for
movement, change, and the experience that travel brings.
Expect forward movement, improvement to the current situ-
ation, a new job, moving to a new home, and, of course, travel

for pleasure. Enjoy the journey; there is smooth sailing ahead.
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Keywords: Travel over water. Movement, a new job.
Moving to a new home. Travel for pleasure. Progress,
improvement, and smooth sailing ahead.

Reversed: Short-term improvement. Challenges to your
progress. Travel delays or complications.
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Seven of Swords
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man carts off five swords with a satisfied smirk on

his face. He is leaving two more swords behind but is

very pleased with what loot he has managed to obtain.
The man’s tunic is golden yellow, with an airy feather motif at
the bottom. Around his neck an upright pentacle pendant is
seen. He looks pleased with himself and the five swords he car-
ries, and he is on the verge of laughing. He has used his street
smarts, confidence, and intelligence to take his prize and avoid
any opposition. In the background we see that storm clouds are
blowing past and there are colorful and festive tents, perhaps
from a fair, in the background. The banners from these tents
are flapping in a breeze as the storm and the wily man leave the
area. All of the skills associated with the element of air and the
suit of swords, such as intelligence, cunning, and foresight, are

illustrated in this card.

Meanings

When the Seven of Swords card blows into a reading, it is a
nudge to come up with some new schemes and/or tactics.
It's tdme to be clever and creative. This card denotes a smart,
resourceful person, one who avoids or evades confrontation.
By doing so, he shrewdly takes the wind out of his opponent’s
sails. Look at things from a new perspective. Come up with a
new solution to the same old problems. Think cutside the box
and you will experience a victory and a breakthough.
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Keywords: New schemes, new solutions. Thinking
outside the box. Relying on your street smarts. Partial

victory, evasion, cunning, foresight.

Reversed: Allowing fear to hold you back. Not seizing

opportunities, Timid behavior.
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€ight of Swords




woman in a mauve gown is bound and blindfolded. A

breeze blows her brown hair and the tails of the blind-

fold off to the side and away from her face. Around her,
eight swords are stuck in the grass at various points in a loose
circle. In the background we see a river and the outlines of a
castle in the mist. The river illustrates the emotions stream-
ing through the scene, while the mist-shrouded castle repre-
sents goals that may seem hard to realize. Around the swords
and in the grass grows blooming nightshade. In the enchant-
ing language of flowers the nightshade symbolizes false, dark
thoughts. The woman in this card could ease her way through
and out of the circle of swords—she does have options—but
fear has taken over. She seems frozen, and her false, dark
thoughts, or her overactive imagination, has made things seem
worse than they truly are. The skies above her show that the
sun is rising, and a rosy dawn light is breaking through and
beginning to burn off the mist. She should pull off that blind-
fold, step beyond any perceived restrictions, and turn and face
the new day.

Meanings
When this card turns up in a reading, it speaks of restriction
and of feeling trapped and sad at the moment. However, if the
individual would stop overreacting and feeling sorry for them-
selves and would pull off that emotional blinder, they would see
a way out. Things are not as bad as they may appear. Happiness
is possible, the sun is breaking through, and new opportunities
can emerge. This card may also represent a Witch who is fearful
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of ritual or of their own initiation. Think of the classic chal-
lenge given to most blindfolded initiates: "It is better to rush
upon this blade than to enter the circle with fear in your heart.
How do you enter?” They have to answer withourt fear or they
are denied entrance into the coven. What can you learn from
this card? Look again at the description and symbolism, and

find your answers. Fear has no place in the Craft.

Keywords: Restriction, feeling trapped, Overreacting
to the situation. Things are not as bad as they seem;
you can work your way out of this. Pear of initiation or

ritual,

Reversed: Feeling completely helpless, overwhelmed.
Mild situational depression. Leaving a coven out of fear

of the unknown,
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Nine of Swords




woman wearing a nightgown lies dramatically in her

boudoir at night. She has the back of her hand on her

forehead, in a swoon from being either emotionally or
physically drained. She is clearly overwhelmed, and her other
hand trails limply to the floor. Her long hair flows back across
the pillows and reveals a bite mark on her neck—two puncture
wounds as if from a vampire. The waning moon illuminates the
gothic window, while nine swords are arranged on the wall,
cagelike and blocking the view out of the window. The yellow
primrose flowers embroidered on the bed linens symbolize sor-
row. The woman may be reaching up towards the handle of the
bottom sword ... perhaps she is finally ready to defend herself,
to break free and to stop the drama. Or maybe she needs to feel

sorry for herself just a bit longer.

Meanings
This is the “drama queen” card. When it turns up in a reading,
it symbolizes a person who is always having a crisis or caus-
ing drama in coven dynamics or social situations. They may be
an emotional or psychic vampire, or they themselves could be
the willing victim of such an artack. As this is a nine of the
suit, it also symbolizes that you are near the end of the prob-
lem. Things have reached their peak and should begin to settle
down—as long as you do not give way to dramatics. Decide to
pick up the sword, to be proactive, and to defend yourself and
your personal energies. Furthermore, this card can represent
the karmic repercussions of peor judgment or backlash from
a manipulative magickal act. I think of this card as a perfect
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illustration of baneful magick that has returned to its sender

times three.

Keywords: “Drama queen” card. Psychic or emotional
vampire or victim. Baneful magick returned to its

sender times three,

Reversed: Suspicion, fear, anxiety. Morbid fantasy, cruel
behavior. Uninvited, unrepentant psychic vampire.
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Ten of Swords

il Whai—




man's body lies facedown in the grass. There are ten

swords stabbing him in the back. He has brown hair,

and his cloak is gray. Behind him the sun is setting,
and in a tree's gnarled and twisted branches an owl] with bright
yellow eyes sits and watches over the body. The owl, also a
creature of the element of air, is a classic symbol of magick,
mystery, and inner wisdom. The landscape in the background
is ominous, dark, and threatening. There are so many swords
in the man that it must have taken a group of people to do this.
The lack of blood in the card reminds us that this is symbolic
act and not a literal one. The man portrayed here trusted when
he shouldn't have or ignored his own instincts, and now he
has paid the price by being betrayed many times over. A lone
plant of purple blooming monkshood grows near the body. In
the language of flowers monkshood warns that a deadly foe is
near. Clearly this man did not pay attention to the poisonous

herb's warning.

Meanings
When rhe Ten of Swords rolls into a reading, you have to ask
yourself, “Why did you not listen to your own instincts?" This
card is a vivid illustration of being stabbed in the back. This
shows betrayal from a loved one, friend, or coven member.
This is what happens when yeu ignore your inner voice and
gut hunches that something is wrong. By ignoring the warning
signs and not paying heed to your own instincts that trouble
was brewing, you have paid the price. This card can also sym-
bolize being involved with a toxic group of people, such as in
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a job environment or even in a coven where you are not cher-
ished but instead made to feel like an outsider. If your instincts
are warning yvou that you don't belong, then you need to be
wise, like the owl, and fly away from the group and all of their
negativity.

Keywords: A coven where you do not feel accepted or
cherished. A toxic group of people. Betrayal, being
stabbed in the back, ignoring your instincts.

Reversed: Physical harm from another. A negative
or immoral group of people. Unfairly becoming the
scapegoat for a family or coven and all of its problems.
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Page of Swords
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tall, thin teenage boy stands on a green plain. A strong

breeze is blowing his metal hawk pendant that he

wears as a talisman around his neck. In both hands the
Page of Swords easily holds a sword aloft. He is checking him-
self for the moment and is intensely reviewing the situation.
Will he strike out and defend himself or will he put the sword
down? It could go either way, as he appears to be putting you
on notice and psyching himself up for a possible battle all at
the same time. His shirt is a soft, cloudy gray color, with yel-
low trim and pale blue hawks embroidered on the sleeves. This
traditional heraldry symbolizes thar he is impatient and will not
stop until his goals are reached. Behind him are blue skies and
white, fluffy, fair-weather clouds. Off in the far distance, at the
horizon, mountains can be seen. In this court card the element
of air is paired with the intensity and quick, moody reactions of
a young man. It is anybody's guess as to whether he will rein in
his temper and react appropriately.

Meanings
When this card lands in a reading, it means that you need to
think quickly and act decisively but keep your temper in check.
You need to remain vigilant and to be on guard for trouble
or conflict, but you should use your wit and not brute force.
You do have the ability to quickly put an end to nonsense
and petty arguments with either quick actions or a few well-
chosen words. This card may physically represent an intense,
impulsive, and active young person with brown hair and green
or hazel eyes. The hawk symbolizes messages, and when it
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appears in your life it is always a sign from deity to pay atten-
tion to what is going on arcund you.

The message of the Page of Swords is that caution, clever-
ness, and tact are needed at this time. Try for tact before you
take a swipe at your opponent.

Keywaords: Vigilance, caution. Standing on guard for
trouble or conflict. Putting an end to petty conflicts
with a few well-chosen words. An intense and

intelligent young man.

Associated Elements: Air and earth. Air is the suit of
swords' related natural element, while all four of the
pages are associated with the practical element of
earth.

Reversed: Tension, rash actions. Using physical force

when it is unnecessary.
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Knight of Swords
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he handsome young Knight of Swords and his war

horse are leaping into battle. In the knight's right hand

he holds up a sword as he charges confidently into the
fray. With his left hand he holds lightly on to the reins of his
powerful Friesian horse. He is in control and at his best. The
Knight of Swords is a dangerous, magnificent, and daring war-
rior. His visor is up on his helmet, allowing him to see what is
coming without impediment. His bright yellow cloak streams
behind him, and his well-used armor is dark silver with hints
of blue. The knight's cloak and his horse’s bridle and trim are
yellow and detailed with a heraldic hawk design, which sym-
bolize eagerness and the thrill of the chase. The colors and
heraldry clearly illustrate the knight's link to the element of
air. In the background behind the knight and the horse we see
storm clouds rolling in over the plains. The Knight of Swords is
all about valor, momentum, shrewdness, bravery, and service.
The element of air pushes along the perception of speed; the
knight's strength and forward motion are evident. He is a fear-
less individual, and his ideals and beliefs propel him forward.
He stands up for what he believes in. This knight illustrates the
very best qualities of the suit of swords: balance, energy, intel-
ligence, and drive, coupled with responsibility.

Meanings
If we had to sum up this court card in two words, they would
be “no fear.” When this card comes roaring into a reading,
expect excitement, movement, and adventure. There is a need
for action, and it is time for you to dive in and be the hero. This
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court card represents a passionate and exciting young man with
brown hair and gray or hazel eyes. This is an individual who is
clever and capable in a crisis. He is shrewd and dynamic, and
possesses a razor-sharp wit. He may be a bit arrogant, but it is
all a part of his charm. This is the card of the soldier and the
warrior. The Knight of Swords will roar into your life bringing
exploration, communication, new ideas, and change.

The challenge from the Knight of Swords is to stand up for
yourself and your beliefs. Rapid movement and transformation

is blowing your way—hang on and enjoy the ride.

Keywords: No fear. Courage, momentum. Swift change
and progress. A clever, brave, and capable man. Stand
up and defend your position.

Associated Elements: Air and fire. Air is the suit of
swords' related natural element, while all four of the
knights are associated with the energetic element of
fire.

Astrological Association: Gemini.

Reversed: Conflict, misplaced aggression, no progress.
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Queen of Swords




he beautiful Queen of Swords sits at the top of a high

mountain, and bright white clouds are billowing in the

wind. Her throne is sturdy but elegant, with carved
songbirds worked into the armrests and the overall design.
The wind swirls her long brown hair around and behind her
thoughtful face. She has smoky gray eyes and a serious expres-
sion, as if she is plotting something or considering her best
options. In her right hand the queen holds up a beautiful,
gleaming sword. With her left hand she seems to be beckon-
ing to someone. The queen wears a white gown accented with
azure. A sky-blue cloak with white feather trim flows over her
shoulders and back. Her crown has sharp, dramatic spikes and
is set with yellow topaz stones. The yellow topaz in her crown
encourages a successful attainment of personal goals. She wears
a large necklace of blue topaz around her throat. The blue topaz
gem evokes truth and wisdom.

In her lap is a small bouquet of fragrant herbs that are asso-
ciated with the element of air. She holds lavender, which is pro-
tective, and lily of the valley, which in the language of flow-
ers means a return to happiness. A blue jay sits on the back of
her throne, and another is on the ground next to her. The blue
jays remind us to call upon our own sense of sovereignry—to
develop our own talents, be fearless, and walk our talk with
integrity, just as the Queen of Swords does. The winged faerie
that hovers nearby is a sylph, an elemental creature of the air,

and seems to be attending the queen.
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Meanings

The Queen of Swords is a brown-haired woman with fair to
hazel eyes. She is clever and ingenious, with a dry wit and razor
tongue. When this card breezes into a reading, it can herald
a time when you need to pay attention to your own instincts
and intuition. New ideas are blowing in; it may be time to try
something new. This card classically represents an air-sign
woman—a woman who is career oriented, honest, focused, and
successful in whatever she sets out to do. She may be sarcastic
at times, but she is smart, blunt, and determined. She will rule
her home and family with the same ruthless organization she
applies to her career. Her communication skills are top notch;
she may be a scholar, a writer, or a speaker. Though men are
attracted to her for her looks, they tend to back off when they
discover how smart and honest this queen is. She has no time
for falsehood or ignorance. The Queen of Swords may repre-
sent a woman who is slow to trust others, especially in rela-
tionships, and a woman who may prefer to stand on her own.
This queen will listen to her head first and logically consider
her options before she trusts her heart.

The message from the Queen of Swords is this: assert your
independence, stand up for yourself, follow your intuition, and
try something new.

Keywords: An air-sign woman. Wisdom, independence,
intuition, assertiveness. Personal development. Walk
yvour talk.
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Associated Elements: Air and water. Air is the suit of
swords' related natural element, while all four of the
queens are associated with the emotional element of

water.
Astrological Association: Libra,

Reversed: A woman who has closed off her feelings
and esrablished very high boundaries. Isolation, gossip.
A vindictive woman.
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fair complexions, with either pale blond or red hair and light
blue ar green eyes,

Individuals who are drawn to the wands sult tend to be
athletic, enthusiastic, charismatic, and outgoing; they ler their
actions lead the way. They are the go-getters and the movers
and shakers of this world,
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from a mentor. Take their good advice, and enjoy this new busi-
ness or carcer apportunity. Finally, this card can symbolize a
successful business partnership,

Keywords: Preparation for a favorable change. Partial
success, Good advice from a mentor, Successful
business partnerships,

Reversed: Possible delays, unfulfilled promises.
Indecision, disillusionment.
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Keywords: Competition, conflict, disagreements,
challenges. Petty squabbling at work or within the
coven. Put some effort into your problem solving to see

positive results.

Reversed: Rivalry, disruption to your plans. Serious
personality clashes or jealousy within your coven.
Severe conflict ar your place of employment. Power

plays.
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Keywords: Adrenaline, enthusiasm, ambition. A
challenge. Putting your skills to the test. Overcoming
magickal or mundane obstacles with style, wit, and
humor.

Reversed: Lack of confidence, anxiety, indecision.
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Keywords: Movement, action. Things coming to a swift
completion. The positive manifestation of spellwork.
Travel for business or pleasure and typically travel by
air, Long-distance communication.

Reversed: A situation that drags on forever. Spells that
stall. Trouble with air travel. Cancelled flights.
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Keywords: Multitasking. Second chances, second job.
Keep an eye on your personal finances. Balance your
budget.

Reversed: Feeling overwhelmed. Lack of concentration.
Owverdrawn bank account.
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Keywords: Financial worries. Anxiety, stress, and
working through the tough times, Feeling shut out or
isolated. Renewal and hope in adversity,

Reversed: Loss, sadness, regret, remorse,
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Keywords: Harvest, reaping the fruits of your labors.
Satisfaction of a job well done. Appreciation. Hard
work equals abundant rewards.

Reversed: Missed opportunities. Time to start over,
Disappointment.
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Astrological Association: Capricorn.

Reversed: Obsession with possessions and material
wealth. Holding appearance and social status in too
high of a regard. A false fnend. Suspicion, jealousy,
unfaithfulness,
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